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N1/E2.5 Multiply using single digit whole numbers. N1/E3.4 multiply two-digit whole numbers by single-digit whole numbers. 

HOW TO… TIMES A NUMBER 
 
When you have number times another number, it is the same as 
adding up identical-sized groups of things.  
 

 Practise adding groups of things to make a bigger group and٭
finding out how many there are. 
 

2 x 4 = 8 
 

is the same as: 
 

  +    =  
                                 

All the parts of a sum have a meaning.  
This sum below is labelled. 
 

2 x 4 = 8 
 

 
 
 

  ,Practise writing down groups of things as numbers٭

   using the = sign and the x sign. 
 

Answer 

Equals sign 
Times sign 

http://www.skillsworkshop.org
mailto:jkay@accross.ac.uk


June 2008. To print your own copies of this document visit http://www.skillsworkshop.org/ 

This resource kindly contributed by Jane Kay jkay@accross.ac.uk Accrington and Rossendale College. 
N1/E2.5 Multiply using single digit whole numbers. N1/E3.4 multiply two-digit whole numbers by single-digit whole numbers. 

TIMES, THE NEXT STEP 
 
There is another way of writing down a times sum.  
It can be written with one number on top of another, instead of 
side by side.     
 
         
                            2           

4 x 
                                        ________ 
 
                           
The parts of the sum all have a meaning.  
The sum below is labelled. 
 

                                               2           
 4 x 

                                        ________ 
 
                           
 

 Practise writing down times sums this way, with one number on٭
top of another, and writing the answers on the answer line.  
 
Remember 2 x 4 means 2 groups of 4. 

Times sign 

Answer line, this 
means the same as 
the equals sign. 
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N1/E3.6 Divide 2-digit whole numbers by single-digit whole numbers and interpret remainders. 

HOW TO… DIVIDE 
 
When one number is divided by another it tells you how many 
equal-sized groups of things will fit into a bigger group. 
 

 Practise splitting groups of things into smaller identical groups٭
and finding out how many there are. 
 

8 ÷ 2 = 4 
 

is the same as saying 
 

 splits into 2 groups of  4  
                                         

 
All the parts of a sum have a meaning.  
The sum below  labels with the right words. 
 

8 ÷ 2 = 4 
 

 
 
 
 

  ,Practise writing down groups of things as numbers٭

   using the = sign and the ÷ sign. 
 

Answer 

Equals sign 
Divide sign 
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DIVIDING, THE NEXT STEP 
Once you have practised splitting up groups of things into smaller 
equal sized groups and then writing down the numbers with ÷ and = 
it’s time for the next step. 
 
There is another way of writing down a divide sum. It can be 
written with a box, instead of side by side.           

   
______ 

                      2    8 
 

 
The parts of the sum all have a meaning. 
The sum below is labelled. 
 
 
 

                              _4_____ 
2    8 

 
                           
 
 

  Practise writing down division sums this way, and writing the٭
answers on the answer line. 
 
Remember the dividing sign means that you can use a box to write 
the sum down. 

Dividing line 

Answer line. 
This means the same as 
the equals sign. 

Answer 
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