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The semi-colon  ;  joins two sentences more closely than if they were separated by a   
full stop.  This helps the reader see the relationship between the two ideas. 

sentence ; sentence 

 

An alternative to using the semi-colon is to combine the sentences with a joining word 
e.g. and, but, or, so, because, although, while, when, after, however, so that.  

I am going home.  I intend to stay there.     

Two separate sentences 

I am going home and I intend to stay there.    

Using a joining word 

I am going home; I intend to stay there.       

Connecting the two sentences closely using a semi-colon 

 

The colon : is used to introduce a list or to explain what has gone before 

sentence : 
   - list 
   -  explain 

 

Rovers were playing some of their best: Roberts, Sanchez, Miller and 
Doyle. 

Introducing a list 

Practice: correct these sentences. 

Completing what has gone before 
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Practice: rewrite these sentences using a semi-colon. 

1. It rained heavily this afternoon.  We managed to have our picnic anyway. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. They couldn't make it to the summit and back before dark. They decided to camp 

for the night. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. The Leaning Tower of Pisa is in danger of falling over.  Engineers are trying to 

stabilise its foundations. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. The computer can perform millions of operations in a split second.  It cannot think 

for itself. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. The artist preferred to paint in oils.  He did not like watercolours. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Practice: add a colon to these sentences. 

1. We  visited  many  parts  of  Europe  Spain,  France,  Bulgaria  and  Poland. 

2. The  daily  newspaper  contains  four  sections  news,  sports,  entertainment,  and  

classified  advertisements. 

3. Assemble  your  ingredients  tomatoes,  onions,  mushrooms  and  pesto  sauce. 

4. Suddenly  I  realised  where  we  were  Gloucester  market.  
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