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This resource kindly contributed by Margit Hallam, School of ESOL, College of North West London Margit.Hallam@cnwl.ac.uk Lit (ESOL): Ws/L2.2 (Ws/L2.2a) Use correct grammar (d) understand that when writing texts 
such as impersonal reports, passive verb forms are useful to keep the focus on the action rather than on who performs it. Rs/L2.1 (Rs/L2.1a) Use implicit and explicit grammatical knowledge alongside own knowledge 
and experience of context, to help follow meaning and judge the purpose of different types of text (a) understand that some grammatical forms and types of word signal the level of formality of a text. e.g. passive verbs, 
third person, abstract nouns. (Ws/L1.1a) Write using complex sentences (e) construct formal sentences differently from those in less formal texts, e.g.: formal ones have more use of passive, etc. 

Passive verb forms 
 

Present simple 
 

Active: tell(s) 
Passive: am/is/are told 

John tells me that you are thinking of leaving. 
I am told that you are thinking of leaving. 

Past simple 
 

Active 
Passive 

John told me that you were leaving. 
I was told that you were leaving. 

Present perfect 
 

Active 
Passive 

John has told me that you are leaving. 
I have been told that you are leaving. 

Past perfect 
 

Active 
Passive 

John had already told me that you were leaving 
I had already been told that you were leaving. 

Present continuous 
 

Active 
Passive 

John is always telling me that you are leaving. 
I am always being told that you are leaving. 

Past continuous 
 

Active 
Passive 

John was always telling me that you are leaving. 
I was always being told that you were leaving. 

Future simple 
 

Active 
Passive 

I will tell John that you are leaving. 
John will be told that you are leaving. 

Future perfect 
 

Active 
Passive 

By tomorrow I will have told John that you are leaving. 
By tomorrow John will have been told that you are leaving. 

Present perfect continuous 
 

Active 
Passive 

John has been telling me for ages that you are leaving. 
I have been being told for ages that you are leaving. 

Other passive forms are very rare 
 
Modal verbs with passives 
 
Active 
Passive 

Should/could/might/ought to (etc.) tell                     
Should/could/might/ought to (etc.) be told                

You should tell John. 
John should be told. 

Active 
Passive 

Should/could/might/ought to (etc.) have told            
Should/could/might/ought to (etc.) have been told     

You should have told John.  
John should have been told. 

Active 
Passive 

Should/could/might/ought to (etc.) have been telling 
Should/could/might/ought to (etc.) have been being told  

You should have been telling John while I waited outside. 
John should have been being told while I waited outside. 

Other passive forms are very rare 
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