
Jan 2007. To print your own copies of this document visit: http://www.skillsworkshop.org/ 

This resource was kindly contributed by Jean Thomas (The Henley College) jean@jeanthomas.co.uk 
N2/L1.2 - Find parts of whole number quantities or measurements (e.g. 2/3 or 3/4). 
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Fractions of Amounts 
 

To find a fraction of an amount or quantity you multiply the amount by the fraction. 
 

½ of 4  means  ½ x 4 
 

Check this by using the multiplication diagram below 
 

  x       1          2      3      4 
 
  ½   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are four ½s which gives the answer 2  ½ of 4 = 2   
        

        or 4 ÷ 2 = 2  
 
  

 When finding a fraction of an amount with a fraction with 1 on top 
 

     ½ of £36 
 

 Divide by the bottom 36 ÷ 2 = 18    ½ of £36 = £18 
 
 

Try these: 
 

 1
2

 of £48  1
8

 of 40  1
2

 of 33   1
5

 of 105 
 

When working out a fraction that is more than 1 part 
 

     2
3

 of 66 
 

First find 1 part by dividing by the bottom    66 ÷ 3 = 22 
 

Then find the parts you want by multiplying by the top 22 x 2 = 44 
 

     44 is 2
3

 of 66 
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