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Recycling in the UK 

This symbol means that an item is suitable for household 

recycling. In the UK recycling is required by law. Councils 

must provide facilities and opportunities for residents to 

recycle some household waste. At the moment different 

councils have different rules. However, things are changing 

and the UK is working towards standardising recycling rules.  

First, you need to know what can and cannot be recycled.  

What is household waste? 

Commonly accepted items:

 Paper and cardboard (newspapers, magazines, cardboard boxes) 

 Plastic bottles and containers (check for specific types) 

 Glass bottles and jars (usually any colour) 

 Metal cans (aluminium and steel) 

 Food waste (check if your council collects this) 

Items not usually recycled through standard household collections: 

Plastic Film: includes crisp packets, sweet wrappers, film used to wrap food trays.  

Black Plastic: black plastic is often used for food trays and containers.

Broken Glass and Pyrex: While glass bottles and jars are usually recyclable, broken 

drinking glasses, ovenware (like Pyrex), and mirrors are made from different types of glass 

and can't be recycled with regular glass. 

Certain Types of Plastics: plastic bottles are often recyclable, other types, like those 

used for yogurt pots or some takeaway containers, may not be.  

Coffee Cups: Disposable cups are often lined with plastic, making them difficult to recycle. 

Even "compostable" cups often require specific industrial composting facilities.    

Recycling 
symbol.

Household waste and packaging 

refers to the materials used to 

wrap or contain household 

products. It includes a wide 

range of materials, such as 

plastic, paper, cardboard, glass, 

and metal as well as food waste.  

Source: www.sciencephoto.com Source: www.shutterstock.com
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Food Waste (in some areas): While food waste recycling is becoming more common, not 

all councils offer it yet. You might be given a separate food waste bin, and you may be able 

to compost certain food scraps at home.    

Tetra Paks: These cartons are used for milk and are made from layers of different 

materials, making them challenging to recycle.  

Paper contaminated with food or grease: This includes things like pizza boxes, used 

paper towels, and tissues. 

Textiles: Clothes, shoes and other textiles are not typically recycled through household 

collections. They can often be donated to charity shops or recycled at specific textile 

recycling points. 

Electrical Items: These often contain hazardous materials and need to be disposed of at 

designated recycling centres. 

Batteries: Batteries should never be put in your regular recycling bin as they can cause 

fires. They can be recycled at specific collection points.    

Important Notes

Always check with your local council: Recycling rules can vary between areas, 

so it's crucial to check your council's website for the most accurate and up-to-date 

information. 

Look for recycling symbols: These can give you clues about what materials an 

item is made from and whether it can be recycled. 

When in doubt, leave it out: If you're unsure whether an item can be recycled, 

it's better to put it in your general waste bin to avoid contaminating the recycling 

stream. In some areas collection will be refused if 

incorrect items are found in recycling bins.  

Recycling bins come in different sizes and colours. 

Collection days and times also vary depending on your 

location and may be every 2, 3 or 4 weeks.  This means you must think ahead, 

prepare your waste for collection and ensure bins are not left to overflow.  

By being aware of common non-recyclables and following local guidelines, you can 

help to improve recycling rates and reduce waste. Check with your local council as 

they can provide advice about their current policies. 
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Fly-tipping and how to dispose of excess household waste 

Can I put my excess waste into my neighbours’ bins?  

No! It is not legal in the UK to put your waste into your neighbours’ bins without 

their permission. It could be considered fly-tipping (illegally dumping waste) because 

you are disposing of waste in a place not designated for your own rubbish. You could 

face a fine if caught leaving items outside your property boundaries. Always dispose 

of your waste through the proper channels provided by your local council.  

Fly-tipping is a serious environmental crime in the UK, and the penalties reflect 

this. Here's a breakdown of the potential fines:    

Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs):

 For small-scale fly-tipping, such as dumping a small amount of household 

waste, you could receive a FPN of up to £400.However, fines can increase to 

£1,000 for larger-scale fly-tips. 

Court Fines:

 If the case goes to court, fines can be much higher. In a Magistrates' Court, 

you could face a fine of up to £50,000 or 12-months imprisonment. In a 

Crown Court the fine is unlimited and you could face up to 5 years in prison.    

Other Penalties:

 Fly tippers may also have to cover the costs of cleaning up the waste.    

 Vehicles used for fly-tipping can be seized and crushed.    

 You could be disqualified from driving.    

 You may be sentenced to unpaid community service.    

Important Notes:

 Householders can be fined if they fail to take reasonable steps to ensure their 

waste is disposed of legally, even if they don’t do the fly-tipping themselves. 

 It's crucial to use licensed waste carriers to dispose of your waste. Always 

check their credentials and get a waste transfer note.    

 It's important to dispose of your waste 

responsibly and report any instances of 

fly-tipping you witness.   

YOU are responsible for your 
household waste and its disposal. 
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Effective Recycling 

Recycling tips 

 Rinse and empty: Empty and rinse containers before recycling them. 

 Remove lids: Remove lids from bottles and jars. 

 Flatten cardboard: Flatten cardboard boxes to save space. 

 Check for contamination: Make sure items are clean and free from food 

residue or other contaminants. 

 Don't bag recyclables: In most cases, put recyclables loose in the bin.  

 Remember: Recycling rules can vary between different areas. It's always 

best to check with your local council for accurate, up-to-date information. 

Most councils also have tips (waste recycling centres) where you can take items not 

collected through the normal collection.  They may also collect large items from 

your home, but there is a charge for this service. 

Simpler Recycling in England: 

 By March 31, 2026: Local authorities must collect core recyclable waste 

streams from all households in England. 

 By March 31, 2027: Kerbside plastic film collections will be introduced for 

households. 

 Four bins (or bin types) will be the new standard:

o Residual (non-recyclable) waste 

o Food waste (may be mixed with garden waste) 

o Paper and card 

o All other dry recyclable materials (plastic, metal, and glass) 

 Weekly food waste collections will be introduced for most homes. 

 The goal is to have consistent recyclable materials across England, whether at 

home, work, or school. 

General Recycling Guidelines:

Check with your local council: While standardisation is coming, it's essential to 

check your local council's website for the most up-to-date information on what they 

collect and how they want it sorted. 
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Dog Fouling 
If you have a dog, it is an offence to leave their faeces on the ground. In the UK, 

failing to clean up after your dog is a legal offence.  

Here's a breakdown of the potential fines:    

Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN): This is the most common penalty for dog fouling. 

The amount varies depending on the local council, but it's usually around £100. 

Some councils offer a discount for early payment.    

Court Fine: If you fail to pay the FPN or if the case is taken to court, the fine can 

be much higher. You could face a fine of up to £1,000.    

It's important to remember that: 

 It is no defence to claim ignorance of the dog's actions.    

 You must clean up after your dog on all public land.    

 You should always carry bags with you to clean up after your dog. 

Image source: www.purina.co.uk/articles/dogs/puppy/behaviour/toilet-training-your-dog

Dog fouling is a serious issue. It's not only unpleasant; it can also be a health 

hazard. Dog mess can contain harmful bacteria and parasites that can cause illness 

in humans.   

If you witness someone failing to clean up after their dog, you can report it to your 

local council. 
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Questions and activities.  

Level 1 questions (based on Recycling in the UK – pages 1-2) 

Comprehension and textual features

 What is the main purpose of the text on pages 1-2?  

 Name three things that are NOT usually recycled in household bins.  

 What should you do with batteries?  

 What can you do with old clothes and shoes if they are not collected in 

household recycling?  

 What should you do if you are unsure if something can be recycled?  

 Who should you check with for recycling rules in your area?  

 Headings and sub-headings are used to organise the text. Name two other 

organisational features used on page 1 of the text. 

Vocabulary (you can use a dictionary) 

 What does "contaminated" mean?  

 What does "crucial" mean?  

Grammar

 Use "because" to explain why something is not recyclable.  

Level 2 questions (based on pages 1-4) 

Comprehension and language features

 What is the problem with disposable coffee cups?  

 What are Tetra Paks made of, and why are they hard to recycle?  

 What could happen to you if you put your waste into a neighbour’s bin? 

 When will plastic film be considered a standard household recyclable item? 

 Name and give examples of two language features used on page 3. 

Vocabulary (you can use a dictionary) 

 Explain the difference between "recycling" and "composting."  

 What are "hazardous materials"?  

 What does "contaminating the recycling stream" mean? 

Grammar:

 Use "but" to contrast two pieces of information about household rubbish.   
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Discussion and presentation – small group activities  
(Follow the requirements for your specific awarding body and level). 

Option 1: "The Recycling Challenge" 

Scenario: Imagine your local council is trying to improve recycling rates. They've 

asked for your input. 

Task: In small groups, discuss the following questions:  

 What are the biggest challenges people face when trying to recycle correctly? 

(Consider things like confusing packaging, lack of information, inconvenience.)  

 What solutions can you suggest to overcome these challenges?  

 What are the most important things the council should focus on to make 

recycling easier and more effective? 

Option 2: "Recycling Myths and Facts"  

Scenario: Many people have misconceptions about recycling. 

Task: Divide the class into two groups: "Myths" and "Facts."  

 The "Myths" group brainstorms common beliefs about recycling that are 

actually false (e.g., "All plastic is recyclable," "It doesn't matter if I put the 

wrong thing in the recycling bin"). 

 The "Facts" group researches and finds the actual facts related to the myths 

identified by the other group. 

The two groups present their findings and discuss the impact of these myths on 

recycling efforts. 

Option 3: "Design a Recycling Campaign"  

Scenario: Your school/community wants to improve recycling habits.

Task: In groups, design a campaign to encourage better recycling. Consider:  

 Target audience  

 Key message  

 Methods of communication  

 Slogans or catchy phrases 
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Option 4: "The Future of Recycling"  

Scenario: Think about the future of recycling. 

Task: Discuss the following:  

 What technological advancements could improve recycling processes? 

 How can we reduce the amount of waste we produce in the first place? 

 What role do individuals, businesses, and governments play in creating a 

more sustainable future? 

Option 5: "Responsible Dog Ownership"  

Task: Create a presentation (7-10 minutes) outlining all aspects of responsible dog 

ownership, including but not limited to cleaning up.  

You should consider: 

 Legal responsibilities  

 Health and welfare  

 Training and behaviour  

 Environmental awareness  

 Community consideration  

Option 6: "Dog Fouling: A Health Hazard"  

Task: Create a presentation (5-7 minutes) about the health risks associated with 

dog fouling. 

Content:

 What harmful bacteria and parasites can be found in dog mess? 

 How can these germs make people sick?  

 What are the best ways to prevent infection? 
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Entry Level 3 - Level 2 SPaG (spelling, punctuation & grammar)

Based on the Dog Fouling section of the text on page 5.

Punctuation 

 How many sentences are there in the first paragraph? 

 Find the commas in the first paragraph. How many are there?  

Explain the purpose of each comma.  

 What is the purpose of the brackets in the second paragraph? 

Why are the letters inside the brackets in uppercase? 

 Why is there an apostrophe in this sentence, "Here's a breakdown of the 

potential fines:"? 

 Find an example of an apostrophe used for possession. 

Grammar 

 Find the word "you" in the first paragraph. Is it a noun or a pronoun?  

 Identify the verb tense used in the first paragraph. Why is this tense used?  

 Rewrite the sentence "You should always carry bags with you to clean up 

after your dog" using a stronger modal verb. 

 Use "because" to explain why dog fouling is a serious issue.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Spelling 

 What is the plural of "penalty"? 

 Find and correct the three spelling errors in the following paragraph.  

Dog mess is an emotive issue and one of the most unnaceptable and ofensive 

types of litter on our streets. Our research shows dog fouling is the issue the 

public are most conserned about. 

Source: https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/local-authorities/reduce-litter/dog-fouling
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Writing task (E3-L2)

Write an article for your local community newsletter. Write about any of the topics 

discussed on pages 1-5. Use the correct conventions. For example:  

 Headings 

 Subheadings 

 Fact and opinion 

 Statistics 

 Bullet points 

 Formal writing 

 Persuasive language 

Maximum word count is 500.   

Make a plan before you write. You can use the space below. 

Proofread your work before submitting.
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