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Text B 

Sainsbury's to stop selling fireworks

Sainsbury's has become the first major supermarket to stop selling fireworks at its 2,300 
stores across the UK.

Last year, a petition to ban the public sale of fireworks to protect animals, children and 
people with a phobia attracted more than 300,000 signatures. 

Pet-owners welcomed Sainsbury's decision with many tweeting that other supermarkets 
should follow suit.  One healthcare professional said on Twitter: "Just came here to say a 
huge thank you and praise to Sainsbury's for the decision to not sell fireworks this year. It is 
not just the animals who suffer but anyone who is unwell or has a condition like autism." 

Catherine Shuttleworth, chief executive and founder of Savvy Marketing, also said that 
selling fireworks was "a really expensive way of doing retail in supermarkets". 

She said: "When you go and buy your fireworks, obviously they are not on a shelf anywhere 
in the store. They tend to be in a glass cabinet that's locked up and a member of staff has to 
go and unlock that cabinet every single time you want to buy fireworks." 

She also said the customer's age has to be checked because it is illegal to sell fireworks to 
anyone under 18. In addition, the supermarket cannot send back any unsold products to 
the distributor, "and they are quite dangerous to keep in the back of shops, which are busy 
places". 

A petition last year calling for a ban, which gained 307,897 signatures, said that fireworks 
"injure thousands of people every year" and "cause damage to buildings, vehicles, [and] 
emergency vehicles". 

Adapted from https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-50094658
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READ TEXT A 

1. What is the main purpose of this text?         [1 mark] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Find two presentation features that highlight important messages in the text.   [2 marks] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. How old do you have to be to purchase fireworks?         [1 mark] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. a. When is it permissible to set off fireworks after 11.00 pm?                                  [4 marks] 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

b. Which organisational feature helped you find this information?                           [1 mark] 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. How do you find out rules concerning fireworks in your neighbourhood?              [1 mark] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. If you wanted to buy fireworks in June and July, where would you have to buy them?  [1] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. What three punishments might you get if you break laws relating to fireworks?            [3] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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READ TEXT B 

8. How many stores do Sainsbury’s have in the UK?                                      [1 mark] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. Apart from animals, who else might be adversely affected by fireworks?             [2 marks] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10.Explain why Catherine Shuttleworth considers that fireworks are a difficult         [4 marks] 

product for supermarkets.                  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

11.How many people signed last year’s petition and why did they want 
fireworks banned?                                                            [5 marks] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

12.List two language features used in the text.                                                                [2 marks] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Answers 

TEXT A (14 marks) 

1. What is the main purpose of this text? 

To inform you about the rules surrounding fireworks 
2. Find two presentation features that highlight important messages in the text. 

Exclamation mark, bold, headings 
3. How old do you have to be to purchase fireworks? 

18 
4. a. When is it permissible to set off fireworks after 11.00 pm? 

Bonfire Night, New Year’s Eve, Diwali, Chinese New Year. 
b. Which organisational feature helped you find this information?   
Bullet points

5. How do you find out rules concerning fireworks in your neighbourhood? 

Check with your council 
6. If you wanted to buy fireworks in June and July, where would you have to buy them? 

Licensed shop 
7. What three punishments might you get if you break laws relating to fireworks? 

Fined up to £5k, imprisoned for up to 6 months, on the spot fine of £90. 

TEXT B (14 marks) 

8. How many stores do Sainsbury’s have in the UK? 

2,300 
9. Apart from animals, who else might be adversely affected by fireworks?  

Children, people with a phobia, people who are unwell, people with autism 
10.Explain why Catherine Shuttleworth considers that fireworks are a difficult product for 

supermarkets.  

Sold in a glass cabinet that a member of staff has to go and unlock 

Customer’s age must be checked 

Can’t be sent back to distributor 

Dangerous to store 

11.How many people signed last year’s petition and why did they want fireworks banned? 
307,897 
Injure thousands of people, cause damage to buildings, vehicles, emergency vehicles 

12.List two language features used in the text.                     
Quotations, statistics/figures, rule of three. [There may be others]
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Teaching notes 
An additional news story to go with Maggie Harnew’s E3 Firework Safety reading & spelling 
resource. Use her Fireworks: the Law page as Text A and then I have created two pages of 
L1-L2 comprehension (I have a mixed class and thus needed something at a higher level).   

Total marks: 28. Suggested pass mark (if using for formal assessment) 21/28.

Subject content - FUNCTIONAL SKILLS ENGLISH 2018 (effective from September 2019) 

Purpose and learning aims of Functional Skills English 

Functional Skills English specifications enable students to develop confidence and fluency in, 
and a positive attitude towards, English. They should be able to demonstrate their 
competence by using English in real-world situations as well as demonstrating a sound grasp 
of basic English knowledge and skills. They need to provide assessment of students’ 
underpinning knowledge (i.e. spelling) as well as their ability to apply this in different 
contexts. 
Entry Levels: a qualification to demonstrate the ability at an appropriate level to read, write, 
speak, listen and communicate in English and provide the basis for further study at Levels 1 
and 2. Students should, with some direction and guidance, be able to apply these (Entry 
Level) English functional skills to informal and some formal contexts, in familiar situations.  
Levels 1 and 2: a qualification for work, study and life. Achievement of the qualification 
demonstrates the ability at an appropriate level to read, write, speak, listen and communicate 
in English, and apply these skills effectively to a range of purposes in the workplace and other 
real-life situations. Students should be able to communicate with confidence, effectiveness 
and an increasing level of independence, in a range of formal and informal contexts.

= content covered in this resource, although this will vary with the student group and how 
the resource is used by the teacher ( = key learning objective).  or = not covered in 
detail in this resource but annotated to show progression across levels. Consult the source 
below for a full list of descriptors at all levels. Content at each level subsumes and builds upon 
that at lower levels.  
Source: Subject content functional skills: English. DfE (Feb 2018), 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/functional-skills-subject-content-english

This resource also covers many Adult Literacy and Adult ESOL Curriculum elements 

 http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf1286  (Adult Literacy) 

 http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf1194   (Adult ESOL) 

An editable Word version of this resource is available, on a one to one exchange basis 
for your own resource contribution. If you wish to become a registered contributor, please 

contact Maggie using the site contact link. Thank you. 
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Reading content descriptors  
‘Reading’ within FS English qualifications is defined as the independent understanding of written language in 
specific contexts. This can be demonstrated through the use of texts on screen or on paper. 
Learning aims for reading   
E1, 2 & 3 Acquire an understanding of everyday words and their uses and effects, and apply this understanding in 
different contexts. Read with accuracy straightforward texts encountered in everyday life and work, and develop 
confidence to read more widely. L1-2 Read a range of different text types confidently and fluently, applying their 
knowledge and understanding of texts to their own writing. 

Entry Level 3 (E3) Level 1 (L1) Level 2 (L1) 

E3.8 Read correctly words 
designated for E3 
E3.9 Identify, understand 
and extract the main points 
and ideas in and from texts 

E3.10 Identify different 
purposes of straightforward 
texts  Q1
E3.11 Use effective 
strategies to find the 
meaning of words (e.g. a 
dictionary, working out 
meaning from context; 
using knowledge of 
different word types)
E3.12 Understand 
organisational features and 
use them to locate relevant 
information (e.g. contents, 
index, menus, tabs and 
links) 

L1.9 Identify and understand the main 
points, ideas and details in texts  Q3, 
4a, 6, 7. Q8, 9, 10, 11. 
L1.10 Compare information, ideas and 
opinions in different texts 
L1.11 Identify meanings in texts and 
distinguish between fact and opinion
L1.12 Recognise that language and 
other textual features can be varied to 
suit different audiences and purposes 
Q1. Q12. 
L1.13 Use reference materials and 
appropriate strategies (e.g. using 
knowledge of different word types) for 
a range of purposes, including to find 
the meaning of words 
L1.14 Understand organisational and 
structural features and use them to 
locate relevant information (e.g. index, 
menus, subheadings, paragraphs) in a 
range of straightforward texts  Q2, 4b, 
5.  
L1.15 Infer from images meanings not 
explicit in the accompanying text 
L1.16 Recognise vocabulary typically 
associated with specific types and 
purposes of texts (e.g. formal, informal, 
instructional, descriptive, explanatory 
and persuasive)
L1.17 Read and understand a range of 
specialist words in context 
L1.18 Use knowledge of punctuation to 
aid understanding of straightforward 
texts

L2.11 Identify the different situations when 
the main points are sufficient and when it is 
important to have specific details 
L2.12 Compare information, ideas and 
opinions in different texts, including how 
they are conveyed  
L2.13 Identify implicit and inferred meaning 
in texts  
L2.14 Understand the relationship between 
textual features and devices, and how they 
can be used to shape meaning for different 
audiences and purposes 
L2.15 Use a range of reference materials 
and appropriate resources (e.g. hyperlinks, 
glossaries, legends/keys) for different 
purposes, including to find the meanings of 
words in straightforward and complex 
sources 
L2.16 Understand organisational features 
and systems and use them to locate 
relevant information in a range of 

straightforward and complex sources 
L2.17 Analyse texts, recognising their use of 
vocabulary and identifying levels of 
complexity, formality and bias 
L2.18 Follow an argument, identifying 
different points of view and distinguishing 
fact from opinion 
L2.19 Identify different styles of writing and 
writer’s voice

Scope of study – learners should read texts that include:                                                                                   

straightforward texts that 
instruct, describe, narrate 
and explain.

straightforward texts on a range of 
topics and of varying lengths that 
instruct, describe, explain and 
persuade. 

a range of straightforward and complex 
texts on a range of topics and of varying 
lengths that instruct, describe, explain 
and persuade. 


