Chomwell Green £225,000
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An immaculately presented detached house situated on the outskirts of this popular country town. There are good-sized, enclosed, private gardens with mature trees and shrubs.  The property has been recently extended at the rear to provide a light and spacious kitchen - dining area. Cosy sitting room found at front with splendid views of town. First floor accommodation boasts four large, airy bedrooms and a family bathroom. Early inspection recommended.



An unmodernised, post-war house situated on a busy main road in Chomwell Green. There is no front garden and an ugly, high brick wall surrounds the rambling rough ground to the west side of the house. Rear access is via a narrow pathway shared with adjacent house. Ground floor consists of a noisy sitting room, overlooking street, and a large kitchen \ dining room extension to rear (built 15 years ago). Four cold, draughty bedrooms and an upstairs bathroom complete the accommodation. The house has been on the market for six months and the owners are desperate to sell.

To print your own copies of this document visit: http://www.skillsworkshop.org/
Task: describe the house and compose a short persuasive description similar to those found in estate agents’ windows or newspaper property pages.
Teaching Notes
Page 1 to be printed as an overhead transparency for group teaching sessions. Alternatively, enlarge to A3 and display to the class with the bottom text section covered. 
More details and ideas at http://www.skillsworkshop.org 
Main Curriculum Links
· Recognise different purposes of text - focusing on descriptive and persuasive texts. Rt/L1.2 

· Understand the difference between fact and opinion. Rt/L2.2

· Plan, draft and edit writing. Wt/L1.1 Wt/E3.1
 

· Understand the term "adjective" and use adjectives in writing. Ws/E2.2 

· Word order, particularly the position of adjectives to nouns. Rs/E2.2 Rs/E3.2 Rs/L1.1

· Positive, negative and passive adjectives. Ws/E2.2

Suggested preparatory work 
Students may have spent earlier sessions discussing any (or all) of the following: 

· Different types of text – discussing their source, audience and purpose. 

· Descriptive texts - looking at property ads, holiday cottage brochures, etc.
· Distinguishing facts from opinions. Adjectives and persuasive language.

Group teaching suggestions

· Start the session by displaying the OT (mask all text). 
· Discuss and make up some facts and opinions about the house – written in two columns on a whiteboard or flip chart. Stress that almost all writing begins like this - with planning, jotting down ideas, etc.

· The class works together on a joint description. Discuss and change as necessary on white board. Discuss use of adjectives and other persuasive language.

· The first description on the OT can then be uncovered and compared to the class effort. (Red text denotes persuasive language – opinions).
· Encourage students to think about how different the text would be if negative adjectives and different language had been used. 

· Uncover final negative description – perhaps encouraging a confident student to read it aloud. 

Follow up work 
· Students to write their own house descriptions (could also type them for display on web or in a “class newspaper”).  
· Visit our site to find related resources - writing frames and shared text.
· Discuss use of prefixes when making antonyms e.g. modernised, unmodernised.  
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