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Extract taken from Last Lesson by James Goodhand 

Ollie is in the school nurse’s room after throwing up during assembly on his last day at school. 

They call this room next to reception the sickbay, and it’s as plush as its name suggests. It’s like the 

world’s worst hotel room: green lino floor, a metal-frame bed, a low vinyl chair split at the seams, a 

clock so old the glass has gone yellow.  

The face staring back at me looks dead. The eyes are bloodshot and hollow, the skin beneath them 

an inhuman grey. My throat feels like it’s been roughed up with a file. The sting of acid in the back of 5 

my nose mingles with a whiff of Paco Rabanne from my bare chest. I feel stupid for making the effort 

– the aftershave and glued-back hair a ridiculous attempt to make me something I’m not. 

Motionless, I gaze at myself. The mirror is veined and speckled with rust. This is how I would look 

after Nate and Joey and the others have finished with me. This is the lifeless face that would be 

covered by a blanket. This is the milky white body that would be committed to the ground. A desire 10 

spreads though me – for the guy, the kid, looking back from the mirror to head straight out into the 

park this afternoon, to stand in surrender, to let them reach for their weapons and do their worst. 

Right now, it seems to be what he deserves.  

I clutch the rim of the basin. For a minute, I can’t find the energy to break eye contact. It’s almost 

comforting. I swim in my own uselessness, wrap myself in the familiar blanket of failure.  15 

What the hell does she see in me? A girl like Sophia. She could take her pick. Every guy wants her. 

Why would she even let herself be seen with this? Is she playing with me? Am I just some guy she 

wants to manipulate? I see nothing in my pathetic refection that offers any evidence to the contrary. 

She tells me she loves me. How can she? 

I break away from myself. ‘Shut up,’ I hiss back at that vacant, pallid face. ‘This isn’t about you.’ I 20 

dismiss the vision of my own corpse, shake off the indulgence of inserting myself into a conspiracy 

theory. Still steadying myself with one hand on the sink, I creak the cold tap open and splash a few 

handfuls of tepid water over my face. 
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I’ve been an idiot. I’ve imagined this day would be easy, tinted throughout by the light of the 

freedom that waits at the end of it. But, of course, it was never going to be easy. Like every day in 25 

this school, in this town, I have to fight just for my own space to exist.  

There’s so little left to do. Wait out lunch break. Sit through one lesson. Set a timer. Turn up for my 

piano lesson. Make an excuse and leave. There’s nothing else. Like every day, I’ve let them kick me 

down, make me struggle to believe that I can finish even this simple task.  

‘This is happening,’ I whisper at the mirror. I say it again and I almost believe it. 30 

Then there’s a knock at the door. 

Question 1: Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 5.  

List four things from this part of the text about the school nurse’s room. 

(4 marks) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Your answers can either quote the text directly or be written in your own words.  
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Question 2: Look at lines 4-17. 

How has the writer used language to describe Ollie? 

You could include the writer’s choice of:  

• words and phrases  
• language features and techniques  
• sentence forms.  

(8 marks) 

Write an in-depth and insightful analysis of the effects of a variety of language 

features. Use technical terminology. Use quotes to support your ideas. 

throughout. 

The face staring back at me looks dead. The eyes are bloodshot and hollow, the skin beneath 

them an inhuman grey. My throat feels like it’s been roughed up with a file. The sting of acid in 

the back of my nose mingles with a whiff of Paco Rabanne from my bare chest. I feel stupid for 

making the effort – the aftershave and glued-back hair a ridiculous attempt to make me 

something I’m not. 

Motionless, I gaze at myself. The mirror is veined and speckled with rust. This is how I would look 

after Nate and Joey and the others have finished with me. This is the lifeless face that would be 

covered by a blanket. This is the milky white body that would be committed to the ground. A 

desire spreads though me – for the guy, the kid, looking back from the mirror to head straight out 

into the park this afternoon, to stand in surrender, to let them reach for their weapons and do 

their worst. Right now, it seems to be what he deserves.  

I clutch the rim of the basin. For a minute, I can’t find the energy to break eye contact. It’s almost 

comforting. I swim in my own uselessness, wrap myself in the familiar blanket of failure.  
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Question 3: You now need to think about the whole of the source.  

This text is from a novel.  

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

You could write about:  

• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops
• any other structural features that interest you 

(8 marks) 

Analyse the effects of a range of structural features in detail. Use sophisticated 

terminology. Use quotes to support your ideas throughout.  
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Question 4: Focus this part of your answer on the second half of the source, from line 15 

until the end.  

A student, having read this section of the text said: 

“The writer successfully shows Ollie’s troubled state of mind and his low self-esteem.” 

To what extent do you agree? 

In your response, you could:  

• write about your own impressions of how Ollie is feeling
• evaluate how the writer has created these impressions
• support your opinions with references to the text. 

(20 marks)  

Write an in-depth, personal response to the statement, with critical, detailed 

analysis of the writer’s choices. Explain your opinions in a convincing way and 

use quotations to support your ideas. 


