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Extract taken from the opening of A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll 

“This handwriting is utterly disgraceful.” 

I hear the words but they seem far away. As if they are being shouted through a wall. I 

continue to stare at the piece of paper in front of me. I can read it. I can make out every 

word, even through the blurriness of tears. I can feel everyone in the classroom watching 

me. My best friend. Her new friend. The new girl. Some of the boys are laughing. 5 

I just keep staring at my writing. Then, suddenly, it’s gone. 

Miss Murphy has snatched it from my desk and is now ripping it up. The sound of the paper 

being torn is overly loud. Right in my ears. The characters in the story I was writing beg her 

to stop, but she doesn’t. She crumples it all together and throws it towards the classroom 

bin. She misses. My story lies in a heap on the scratchy carpet. 10 

“Do not EVER write so lazily again,” she shouts. Maybe she isn’t even shouting, but it feels 

that way. “Do you hear me, Adeline?” I prefer being called Addie. “Not ever. A girl your age 

knows better than to write like that; your handwriting is like a baby’s.” 

I wish my sister was here. Keedie always explains the things that I cannot control or explain 

for myself. She makes sense of them. She understands. 15 

“Tell me that you understand?” 

Her shouts are so loud and the moments after are so quiet. I nod, shakily. Even though I 

don’t understand. I just know it’s what I’m supposed to do. 

She says nothing more. She moves to the front of the class and I am dismissed. I can feel the 

new girl glancing at me, and my friend Jenna is whispering to her new friend, Emily. 20 

We were supposed to have Mrs Bright this year; we met her briefly before the summer 

holidays. She would draw a little sun with a smiling face if you looked nervous. But she got 

sick and Miss Murphy came to teach our class instead.  

I thought this new school year would be better. That I would be better. 

I take out my pocket thesaurus. It was a Christmas present from Keedie. She knows how 25 

much I love using different words and we laughed because the word ‘thesaurus’ sounds like 

a dinosaur. I read different combinations to calm down, to process the shouting and the 

ripping. 

I find one that I like. Diminished.  
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Question 1: Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 6.  

List four things from this part of the text about Addie. 

(4 marks) 

Question 2: Look at lines 1-13. 

How has the writer used language to show how Addie feels about Miss Murphy? 

You could include the writer’s choice of:  

• words and phrases  
• language features and techniques  
• sentence forms.  

(8 marks) 

Your answers can either quote the text directly or be written in your own words.  

Write an in-depth and insightful analysis of the effects of a variety of language 

features. Use technical terminology. Use quotes to support your ideas. 

throughout. 

“This handwriting is utterly disgraceful.” 

I hear the words but they seem far away. As if they are being shouted through a wall. I continue 

to stare at the piece of paper in front of me. I can read it. I can make out every word, even 

through the blurriness of tears. I can feel everyone in the classroom watching me. My best friend. 

Her new friend. The new girl. Some of the boys are laughing. 

I just keep staring at my writing. Then, suddenly, it’s gone. 

Miss Murphy has snatched it from my desk and is now ripping it up. The sound of the paper being 

torn is overly loud. Right in my ears. The characters in the story I was writing beg her to stop, but 

she doesn’t. She crumples it all together and throws it towards the classroom bin. She misses. My 

story lies in a heap on the scratchy carpet. 

“Do not EVER write so lazily again,” she shouts. Maybe she isn’t even shouting, but it feels that 

way. “Do you hear me, Adeline?” I prefer being called Addie. “Not ever. A girl your age knows 

better than to write like that; your handwriting is like a baby’s.” 
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Question 3: You now need to think about the whole of the source.  

This text is from the first part of a novel.  

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

You could write about:  

• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops
• any other structural features that interest you 

(8 marks) 

Question 4: Focus this part of your answer on the second half of the source, from line 14 

until the end.  

A student, having read this section of the text said: 

“The writer is successful in showing the reader how distressed Addie is feeling in the classroom.” 

To what extent do you agree? 

In your response, you could:  

• write about your own impressions of how Addie is feeling
• evaluate how the writer has created these impressions
• support your opinions with references to the text. 

(20 marks)  

Analyse the effects of a range of structural features in detail. Use sophisticated 

terminology. Use quotes to support your ideas throughout.  

Write an in-depth, personal response to the statement, with critical, detailed 

analysis of the writer’s choices. Explain your opinions in a convincing way and 

use quotations to support your ideas.  


