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What time does Maria get up? 
Aims  

• To practise asking and answering questions about the time 
• To make simple sentences about daily routines 
• To recognise the difference between the first and third person 

 
These materials are adapted from the Skills for Life ESOL learning materials Unit 4 
(Local transport) E1 (p3, and p51 of Teacher’s notes)  ‘Asking questions about time’. 
 
Teaching ideas 
Pre-reading task 
Ask some questions about the learners’ daily routines. 
(The task assumes learners are familiar with question words and the correct 
response.) 
 
Focusing on the text  
Read through the text (page 2) with the class, perhaps one sentence each, and ask 
questions of each learner before moving on to the writing activities. 
 
Writing tasks 
There are 10 questions relating to the text (pages 3-4). These can be worked on in 
pairs or small groups. The first 5 questions relate to the first half of the text and 
the remainder to the second half of the text. Each pair or group could be given only 
half the questions. The line under each question enables the learner to copy out the 
entire sentence.  
There are no instructions on p3-4. These need to be given verbally by the teacher. 
 
 
Differentiation ideas 
• Less challenging – create a gap fill with the answers (page 7), leaving a gap for the 

time to be filled in. 
• More challenging  

- use page 5. 
- use page 6, asking learners to write their answers in complete sentences.  

 
End of session 
When the questions have been answered, the class would come together to share 
answers and discuss. 
 
Extension 
Learners to develop their own text about personal daily routines. 
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Maria’s Day 

       

 

Maria works in the ticket office at a train station. She gets up at 7.00 

am and gets ready for work. She leaves her house at 8.15 am and walks to 

the bus stop. She catches her bus at 8.30 am and arrives at the train 

station at 8.55 am. She starts work at 9.00 am. 

 

     
 

At 10.45 am Maria has a cup of coffee. Maria has her lunch at 1.00 pm. 

She leaves work at 4.30 pm and usually arrives at home at 5.15 pm. In the 

evening, Maria watches television and does her housework. She usually 

goes to bed at 11.30 pm. 
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What time does Maria get up? 
 
Maria gets up at _________ . 
 
_____________________________ 
 
What time does Maria leave her house? 
 
Maria leaves her house at ________ . 
 
_____________________________ 
 
What time does Maria catch the bus? 
 
Maria catches the bus at  ________ . 
 
_____________________________ 
 
When does the bus arrive at the train station? 
 
The bus arrives at the train station at  _______ . 
 
___________________________________ 
 
What time does Maria start work? 
 
Maria starts work at  _______ . 
 
____________________________ 
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What time does Maria have a cup of coffee? 
 
Maria has a cup of coffee at ________ . 
 
________________________________ 
 
When does Maria have lunch? 
 
Maria has lunch at ________ . 
 
_____________________________ 
 
What time does Maria leave work? 
 
Maria leaves work at  __________ . 
 
_____________________________ 
 
What time does Maria arrive home? 
 
Maria usually arrives home at _______ . 
 
_____________________________ 
 
What time does Maria usually go to bed? 
 
Maria usually goes to bed at ________ . 
 
___________________________________________ 
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Change the order of the words so that they make sense. 
The first one has been done for you: 
 
 
time  does  up?  What Maria get 
 
What time does Maria get up? 
 
 
 
Maria What  catch bus?    time does    the  
 
 
 
 
 
What does  start  time  Maria work? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
time  Maria What home? does  arrive  
 
 
 
 
 
 
have   lunch?  When Maria does   
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What time does Maria get up? 

What time does Maria leave her house? 

What time does Maria catch the bus? 

When does the bus arrive at the train station? 

What time does Maria start work? 

What time does Maria have a cup of coffee? 

When does Maria have lunch? 

What time does Maria leave work? 

What time does Maria arrive home? 

What time does Maria usually go to bed? 
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Answer sheet 
 
What time does Maria get up? 
Maria gets up at 7.00 am. 
 
What time does Maria leave her house? 
Maria leaves her house at 8.15 am. 
 
What time does Maria catch the bus? 
Maria catches the bus at 8.30 am. 
 
When does the bus arrive at the train station? 
The bus arrives at the train station at 8.55 am. 

 
What time does Maria start work? 
Maria starts work at 9.00 am. 
 
What time does Maria have a cup of coffee? 
Maria has a cup of coffee at 10.45 am. 
 
When does Maria have lunch? 
Maria has lunch at 1.00 pm. 
 
What time does Maria leave work? 
Maria leaves work at 4.30 pm. 
 
What time does Maria arrive home? 
Maria usually arrives home at 5.15 pm. 
 
What time does Maria usually go to bed? 
Maria usually goes to bed at 11.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


