The US Presidential Election 2012 SI(II IS

Name Date workshop
Vocabulary

D.C. Election/ re-election

Candidate Political parties

Capital city President

Citizens Register to vote

Debates Republican

Democratic Vote

Read this class notice written by an ESOL teacher in the
United States. Then answer the questions.

We will not have a class on Tuesday, November 6, because it is
Election Day. Every four years, citizens of the United States vote for a
President. The President lives in the White House in Washington, District
of Columbia. Washington D.C. is the capital city of the United States.

There are two main political parties (political groups) in the United
States. In general, the Democratic Party is liberal. The Republican Party is
conservative.

This year the Democratic candidate is the President of the United
States. Barack Obama wants to be re-elected. The Republican candidate,
Mitt Romney, wants be President instead. The candidates have debates
to talk about important issues.

American citizens can vote if they are eighteen years old. They must
register (enroll) to vote before the election. Sadly, millions of Americans
do not vote.
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Pre-and post-reading questions on the election.

1. Why won’t there be an English class on Tuesday, November 6"?

2. How often do Americans vote for a President?

3. Where does the President live?

4. What does “D.C.” stand for after the city of Washington?

5. What is the capital city of the United States?

6. What is a political party?

7. What are the two main political parties in the U.S.? (Two answers)

9. What is a candidate?

10. Who is the Democratic Party’s candidate for President?

11. Who is the Republican Party’s candidate for President?

12. How old must a citizen be to vote?
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Teaching notes workshoop

This is a reading exercise | will be using with my L1-2 readers here in
the U.S.

My students all speak Spanish as their first language and there are
many Spanish cognates in the text. We have also been working on
"who/what/when/where/why" questions in class, so that is the focus
of the questions.
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