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A debate about Americanised (ized) spelling. 

Americanised spellings, like "color" instead of "colour" or "center" instead of "centre," 

are being used more often in the UK today.  

The internet, movies, and computer programs that use American English are having a 

huge impact on the English spelling system. Many people do not see a big difference and 

often use both spellings without thinking. Others feel it doesn’t really matter because of 

the way language naturally changes over time. Another view is that it is important to 

keep British spelling to protect the UK’s language and culture, also some people find the 

Americanised spellings irritating.  

Why did the Americans change their spellings? 

American spelling differs mainly because of Noah Webster, who, in the late 1700s and 

early 1800s, believed America should have its own version of English — one that 

reflected its independence from Britain.  

So, he simplified things. His goal was to make spelling more logical, more phonetic, and 

more American.  
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These changes and the use of the different systems raise a lot of questions:   

 Should we always use British spelling in the UK?  

 Is it okay to use American spelling sometimes, especially when communicating to 

people from other countries? 

 Does it really matter either way? 

 Should we protect our language?  
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Look at the examples and decide for yourself.  

What changes do you notice?  

Now move on to Activity 1.  

British English American English 

colour color 

honour honor 

organise organize 

realise realize 

centre center 

theatre theater 

defence defense 

licence (noun) license 

travelling traveling 

programme program 

aluminium aluminum 

cheque check (for money) 

catalogue catalog 

cosy cozy 

manoeuvre maneuver 
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Activity 1 

Split into equal size groups (2-3 people). Take 10-15 minutes to discuss the 

different spellings and prepare a Q&A style debate.   

Each team member should present a point, whilst the other teams make 

notes and raise questions.  

When the whole class has completed their turn, vote to decide where the 

class, as a whole, stands on the issue.  

Each team has 10 minutes to make their point.  

Activity 2 

������� British vs. American Spelling Quiz 

Instructions: Match the British spelling with the American version. 

British 

1.colour 

2.centre 

3.theatre 

4.organise 

5.travelling 

6.licence (noun) 

7.catalogue 

8.aluminium 

9.cheque 

10. neighbour 

11. honour 

     American 

1. check 

2. traveling 

3. catalog 

4. center 

5. license 

6. honor 

7. aluminum 

8. theatre 

9. organize 

10. color 

11. neighbor  
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Activity 3: True or False 

Circle True or False for each statement:

 American spelling often has "z" instead of "s".    True / False

 British English uses more letters in some words.   True / False

 "Program" is the British spelling of "programme".   True / False

 British and American English are different languages.  True / False

 Noah Webster helped create American spelling.  True / False

Activity 4:  More Discussion Ideas 

 Do you prefer British or American spelling? Why? 

 Should students learn both styles? 

 Does spelling affect how people see your writing? 

 Should the choice between British English and Americanised English 

affect your exam marks? 

You can use the responses to generate conversation — encouraging people to 

share their thoughts on spelling preferences; how spelling influences writing 

styles, and what they think about adapting to different forms of English! 

"Oh! You spell 

it that way? 

How... 

International 

of you."

"Why use British 

English when you 

can sound 

internationally 

bland?"
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Part 1: Match the Pairs 

1. colour → color

2. centre → center

3. theatre → theater

4. organise → organize

5. travelling → traveling

6. licence (noun) → license

7. catalogue → catalog

8. aluminium → aluminum

9. cheque → check

10. manoeuvre → maneuver

Part 2: True or False 

1. True – American spelling often uses "z" instead of "s" (e.g., organize vs. 

organise). 

2. True – British English often keeps more letters, like the "u" in "colour". 

3. False – "Program" is the American spelling, while "programme" is British. 

4. False – British and American English are similar but have differences in 

spelling, pronunciation, and some vocabulary use. They are however both 

recognised as forms of English.  

5. True – Noah Webster played a major role in developing American spelling 

standards. 
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