
British and American spellings – quiz 
Name ____________  Date ________ 

Oct 2025. Kindly contributed by Colleen Kelly, Hartlepool. Search for Colleen on www.skillsworkshop.org  E3-L2 ESOL & Functional Skills English. 
To find a PPT & discussion activity to accompany this resource, visit the download page for ‘British and American Spelling’ at skillsworkshop.   

Page 1 of 2

Instructions: Circle the correct answer in each multiple-choice question. 

Which spelling is British?

A. Color B. Flavour C. Honor D. Labor 

Which of the following is the American spelling?

A. Organise B. Realise C. Analyze D. Advertise 

Choose the correct British spelling:

A. Theater B. Centre C. Meter D. Liter 

Which of these is NOT a typical British spelling?

A. Defence B. Licence C. Practice (as a noun) D. Check (as in bank cheque) 

What is the American equivalent of “tyre”?

A. Tire B. Tyar C. Tyer D. Tair 

Which spelling is commonly used in American English?

A. Jewellery B. Cheque C. Ageing D. Canceled 

Which word shows a British spelling convention?

A. Program B. Traveller C. Traveled D. Catalog 

What is the British English version of “aluminum”?

A. Aluminyum B. Alumunium C. Aluminium D. Aluminion 

Choose the American spelling:

A. Manoeuvre B. Plough C. Sulphur D. Curb 

Which of the following is a British spelling?

A. Enrolment B. Enrollment C. Fulfill D. Traveler 
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1. Which spelling is British?

��� B. Flavour

Explanation: British English retains the "u" in words like "flavour", "honour", and "colour". American 

English drops the "u".

2. Which of the following is the American spelling?

��� C. Analyze

Explanation: American English uses "z" in words like "analyze", while British English uses "s", as in 

"analyse".

3. Choose the correct British spelling:

��� B. Centre

Explanation: British English spells it "centre", while American English reverses it to "center".

4. Which of these is NOT a typical British spelling?

��� D. Check (as in bank cheque)

Explanation: In the UK, it's usually spelled "cheque" when referring to money. "Check" is used in 

other contexts.

5. What is the American equivalent of “tyre” (British spelling)?

��� A. Tire

Explanation: The British "tyre" becomes "tire" in American English.

6. Which spelling is commonly used in American English?

��� D. Canceled

Explanation: American English favours the single 'l' – "canceled". British English uses "cancelled".

7. Which word shows a British spelling convention?

��� B. Traveller

Explanation: British English doubles the 'l' in words like "traveller" and "cancelled".

8. What is the British English version of “aluminum”?

��� C. Aluminium

Explanation: British English uses "aluminium", adding an extra 'i' at the end.  

Americans drop it: "aluminum".

9. Choose the American spelling:

��� D. Curb

Explanation: Americans use "curb" for the edge of the pavement; British English uses "kerb".

10. Which of the following is a British spelling?

��� A. Enrolment

Explanation: British English uses "enrolment" with one 'l' in the root, while American English usually 

uses "enrollment".
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