Summer Solstice 2025

Name Date

Task 1

Match the words below to their definitions in the table.
solstice momentarily prehistoric
hemisphere druid spectacle
seasonal monument positioned

A half of the earth, usually divided
into northern and southern halves.

When the sun stands still for a very
short time (Latin).

Arrange something or someone in a
particular place or way.

A priest or religious leader in the
ancient Celtic religion.

A very short time or very soon.

A building, structure or site that is
of historical importance or interest.

A very powerful performance or
display that is watched.

Related to or occurring during a
particular season of the year.

Before written records existed.
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Task 2

Arrange the following words into alphabetical order using 1st, 2nd and 3rd place letters.
You can use the word cards on page 3 to help.

solstice
hemisphere
druid
momentarily
seasonal
prehistoric
monument
spectacle

positioned
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Summer Solstice

There are two every year: one in June and one in December. The June solstice marks
the longest day in the north of the equator and the shortest day in the south.

The summer solstice is generally understood to mark the first day of summer. Technically, it’s
when the northern of the Earth is closest to the sun and that’s why we get the
most hours of daylight of the year.

The word solstice is derived from the Latin words sol (sun) and sistere (to stand still), because
the movement of the Sun's path (as seen from Earth) comes to a stop
before reversing direction. In the northern hemisphere, the summer solstice takes place
between June 20 and 22. In 2025 it's on Saturday, June 21. This year summer solstice will be
celebrated from 7pm on Friday 20th June to 8am on Saturday 21st June and many people
travel to Stonehenge in Wiltshire to celebrate it.

Stonehenge is an ancient site, which may have been a place of worship and
celebration at the time of summer solstice for thousands of years. The giant stones are
believed to have stood in the same spot since 3,000 to 2,000 BC and are to line up
with the sunrise on the solstices. Every year, thousands flock to the English Heritage

to witness this

White cloaked and hooded stand among the stones to welcome the first rays of sunlight.
(Photo courtesy of English Heritage website).

For further reading see: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/things-to-do/solstice/what-is-the-summer-solstice/
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Task 3
Read the text on page 4 and then answer the questions.

1. What date is the summer solstice in 20257

2. What is the main purpose of the text ‘Summer Solstice’?

3. Approximately how long ago were the stones erected?

4. What religious leaders go to Stonehenge at the summer solstice?

Name two items of clothing they traditionally wear.

5. What layout features are used in the text and why?

6. The text tells us that Stonehenge is a prehistoric site. “Pre” can be a prefix meaning

"before". Use a dictionary to find six other words which use "pre" to mean "before".
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