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When you write a film review there are a number of different things that you should 
include in your writing.  You want to make sure that you have given the person who is 
reading your review as much information as possible. Remember that it is ok to give 
your opinion about the film. 
 
Here are some tips about what to include in your review: 

 
 The film title 
 The director  
 Any background information about the director 
 The stars of the film  

 
 Characters 

Who are the main characters of the film that you have watched?  
What are their relationships to each other?  
Who was your favourite character and why?  
Were the characters believable?  
Did you relate to any of the characters? 
Were there any particular characters that you did not like?  

 
 The Plot/Story 

What was the film about?  
What were the main themes and ideas in the film?  
Did you like the story?  
Were there any parts that you did not enjoy?  
Was the film easy to follow?  

 
 Themes 

What was the theme (genre)of the film i.e. comedy, romance, horror, etc. 
Did the film flow well?  
Was the story length suitable?  

 
 Costumes and sound 

What were the costumes like in the film?  
Did you like the costumes?  
What was the sound like?  
Did you like the soundtrack? 

 
 Your views 

What did you think of the film over all?  
Did you like or dislike the film?  
What did you think of the story? 
Would you recommend the film? Why?  

 
 
Keep your writing clear and to the point.   
Remember that you are writing about what you think of the film so you can include your ideas and 
thoughts.  
 
Good luck!
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Keep a log of the characters in the film. This will help you when you write your review. 
 

CHARACTER NAME WHAT DO THEY LOOK LIKE? WHAT IS THEIR 
ROLE IN THE FILM? 

DESCRIBE THEIR PERSONALITY IN 
THREE WORDS 
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Write down the main events as they occur. This will help you to remember the plot as it develops and will keep your 
review structured.  

 

 

EVENT 
NUMBER 

WHAT HAPPENED? WHO WAS INVOLVED? WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME? 

1    

2    

3    

4    
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EVENT 
NUMBER 

WHAT HAPPENED? WHO WAS INVOLVED? WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME? 

5    

6    

7    

8    
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Functional Skills English mapping
Coverage  and  range  statements  provide  an  indication  of  the  type  of  content  candidates  are  expected  to  apply  in  functional  contexts. Relevant 
content can also be drawn  from equivalent  (school) National Curriculum  levels and  the Adult Literacy standards.   Highlighting  indicates  the main 
coverage and range skills that are (or can be) covered in this resource. However, these will vary with the student group and how the resource is used 
by the teacher. Reference: Ofqual (2009), Functional Skills criteria for English: Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, level 1 and level 2. http://www.ofqual.gov.uk/   

WRITNG Coverage and Range statements   Skillsworkshop tips                   

Entry Level 3 Write texts with some adaptation to the intended audience  Be aware of the Coverage and Range statements at each level 
(see left) before using this resource.  
Introduction  
As a group look at example film reviews from newspapers, 
magazines or the web. Discuss the purposes of a review (to 
inform but also, perhaps, to persuade / entertain). What 
information (and how much) should you include? Who is your 
audience? What text features and layout could you use? Why? 
What type of language?  
Page 1  
For Entry 3 (and possibly L1) it would be useful to model a piece 
of writing first. Use the ideas this sheet to create a group review 
on the class whiteboard (select a well‐known film that everyone 
is familiar with).Alternatively, students could work in small 
groups – each group reviewing a different film. 
Pages 2‐4 
The logs can be used as planning aids for students at all levels.  
 
Ensure you allow learners time to check and proofread their 
work – swapping work with a partner often works well.  

a) Plan, draft and organise writing  
b) Sequence writing logically and clearly 
c) Use basic grammar including appropriate verb‐tense and subject‐verb agreement 
d) 4 Check work for accuracy, including spelling  
Level 1 Write a range of texts to communicate information, ideas and opinions, 
using formats and styles suitable for their purpose and audience 
a) Write clearly and coherently, including an appropriate level of detail  
b) Present information in a logical sequence 
c) Use language, format and structure suitable for purpose and audience 
d) Use correct grammar, including correct and consistent use of tense 
e) Ensure written work includes generally accurate punctuation / spelling & that 

meaning is clear 
Level 2 Write a range of texts, including extended written documents, 
communicating information, ideas and opinions, effectively and persuasively 
a) Present information on complex subjects clearly and concisely  
b) Present information/ideas concisely, logically, and persuasively  
c) Use a range of writing styles for different purposes  
d) Use a range of sentence structures, including complex sentences, and paragraphs to 

organise written communication effectively  
e) Punctuate written text using commas, apostrophes and inverted commas accurately  
f) Ensure written work is fit for purpose and audience, with accurate spelling and 

grammar that supports clear meaning 
Reference (Column 1 only): Ofqual (2009), Functional Skills criteria for English: Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, level 1 and level 2. http://www.ofqual.gov.uk/ 

 

** This resource also covers many adult literacy curriculum http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/sflcurriculum elements.  


