
Alcohol units and decimals  
 
Name ____________  Date __________ 
 

August 2011. Kindly contributed by Carrie Bray, Northampton College. Search for Carrie on skillsworkshop.org                                       Page 1 of 2 
N2/E3.5 and L1 ~Functional Maths (Add and subtract decimals up to two decimal places in practical contexts). Also covers extracting information 
from tables. For related resources, teaching ideas, and curriculum links visit the download page for this resource at www.skillsworkshop.org         

Adding Units 
 

Unit Calculator 
 Wine (av) 125ml (small glass) 175ml (standard glass)

 

12% 1.5 units 2.1 units 

14% 1.75 units 2.45 units 
 Beer (abv) Half Pint 330ml bottle Pint 

 

4% 1.1 units  2.2 units 
5% 1.4 units 1.7 units 2.8 units 

 Spirits (abv) 25ml (single) 50ml (double) 

 
40% 1 unit 2 units 

 
 
It’s Friday night and a group of friends are relaxing with a few drinks.  
How many units do they each drink? 
 

Name Drinks Total 

Chrissy 2 small glasses of 
wine (14%) 
1 pint of 5% beer 

 

Dale 3 pints of 4% beer  
1x 330ml bottle of 
beer 

 

Lee 1 half pint (5%)  
1 pint (4%) 

 

Lisa 2 double vodkas 
1 small glass wine 
(14%) 
1 standard glass 
wine (12%) 

 

Meena 2x 330ml bottles of 
beer 
1 single vodka 
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Remember men should drink no more than 3-4 units per day and women no more 
than 2-3 units. Who has not had more than the recommended daily allowance? 
 
You get a part time job in a bar. The manager tells you not to serve people who 
may have had too much to drink.  
 
Use the unit table on page 1 to work out if these customers have had more than the 
recommended units per day: 
 
 

Customer A 

2 single vodkas and a 
pint of beer 

Customer B 

2 standard glasses of 
wine 

Customer C 

1 standard glass of wine 
and ½ pint of beer 

Customer D 

2 pints of beer 

 
Which of these drinks contains the most alcohol? 

 
 1 single vodka 
 1 standard glass of wine 
 1 pint of beer 
 1 small glass of wine 


