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Is it were, or is it we’re? 
 

Kindly contributed by Sheila Williams, Cardiff Basic Skills Service. Written specifically for students who confuse these two high frequency words. 
Rw/E2.1 Recognise high-frequency words & words with common spelling patterns. Ww/E2.1 Spell correctly the majority of personal details & familiar 
common words. Rs/L1.2 Understand the function of the omissive apostrophe to indicate a contracted word form in texts written in informal style. 

we're = we are 
 
You can leave the 'a' out of are and use an apostrophe instead.  
Choose we're if you could write we are instead. 
 
Examples: 
We're going to catch the bus to town. 
You could also write: We are going to catch the bus to town. 
We’re all in this together! 
You could also write: We are all in this together! 

 
were 
 
Something done in the past. From the verb 'to be'.  
I was                          we were 
you were  (singular)   you were (plural) 
he/she/it was              they were 
 
Examples: 
We were late for work because we got up late. 
They were in the garden when the storm started. 
You were supposed to be here at 8am. 
 
Read this text.  
Can you find we're and were? 

 
 
We were walking in the park when I saw my friend Ann and her 

husband. 

"Are you better?" I asked. "You were ill last week." 

"Yes, thank you." she said. "All the family were ill at the same time. 

We're much better now."  

"We're going for a cup of coffee in the café. Why don't you come 

with us?"  

“I can't," she said, "because we were ill, we're late posting this 

birthday card, so I want to do it today."  
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Complete these sentences with were or we’re. 
 
1. We _________ walking to town yesterday when it started to rain. 

2. After work today _________ going into town. 

3. As _________ moving house next week we need some empty boxes. 

4. _________ going to the cinema on Friday. 

5. They both missed the bus so they _________ late for work. 

6. _________ going out for a curry this evening. 

7. You _________ ill last week. Are you better now? 

 
 
Now write some sentences of your own using were and 
we’re in the correct way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How did you do?  
Tick the sentence you think is right for you. 
 
 I’ve got it now! 
 I need a bit more practice. 
 I’m still not really sure about these words. 
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