Name Date
The terrible mistake

This is a true story. It happened a long time ago in 1965.

John and Bill were good friends. They both had children who

went to the same childcare centre.

One Saturday there was a working bee at the childcare centre. Many of the fathers went
to help paint the building. They needed some more paint.

Bill said, ‘I'll go and get the paint.’

Then Bill realised his car was blocked by other parked cars.

John said, ‘Use my car. Here are the keys.’

Bill drove to the hardware store in John’s car. It was a white Volkswagen.
He bought the paint, came out of the hardware store and got into the white Volkswagen.

He drove back to the childcare centre.

When Bill arrived at the centre, John looked worried and said, ‘That’s not my car! My car
hasn’t got blue seat covers. This is the wrong Volkswagen!’

Quickly Bill got into the car and drove back to the hardware store. When he arrived he
saw a lady standing on the footpath. She looked very upset. When she saw Bill in her car

she looked angry.

Bill parked the car and explained, ‘I’'m so sorry. | took the wrong car by mistake. | was
using my friend’s car. It looks the same and the key fitted.

Look, there’s my friend’s white Volkswagen.’

When the lady saw the other white Volkswagen she stopped being angry.

G She was relieved. Her car was not stolen.
Everybody was very surprised that the same key fitted both cars.

Do you think the same key would fit two new cars today?
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True or False? WriteTorF
1. John and Bill were good friends.
2. Bill had no children.
3. The children were painting the childcare centre.
4. John’s car was a white Volkswagen.
5. Bill bought paint at the grocery store.
6. The two Volkswagens were the same colour.
7. John’s car had blue seat covers.
8. The lady’s car was stolen.

9. The same key fitted both cars.
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Put the words in brackets in the correct order to answer these questions:

1. When did the terrible mistake happen? (happened It 1965 in)

......................................................................................................

3. What did Bill need to buy? (to buy He paint needed)

4. Where did he buy the paint? (it He at bought the hardware store)

......................................................................................................

5. Whose car did he use? (car John’s used He)

......................................................................................................

8. Why was everyone surprised? ( cars key both same the Because fitted )

.............................................................................................................................
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Write sentences using these words:

angry feeling happened bought upset

(or find the sentences in the story)
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Word Search Puzzle

QEVFCEXRAPMNMATY
XUUPSETFOOTPATHA
HSSYXHNLTSERCMPL
COVERANTSURPRISE
SEDUSNHRRWRZLTTEFN
JMBYOGKYEEISKDIO
POEWURESCABWNEMHTC
MKPOTYDCHILDRENJ
ZABRMNWHITETIXODN
QAMKEOSTLADYSENR
WONIPHARDWAREERG
XMRNSAMECDINETDG
LFTGHTRPAINTCTKM
FI1 TTEDAKRELIEVED
TAOBLOCKEDROVEEH
CBLUESFIEDIPQUOC

Find the hidden words.

angry, both, children, fitted, hardware, lady, paint, relieved,
terrible, white, blocked, bought, cover, footpath, keys,
mistake, parked, same, upset, working, blue, drove, friends,

childcare, centre, need, realised, surprise, use, wrong.

May 2012. This resource kindly contributed by Marion Martin, ESOL / SEN community based support teacher, Australia.
Search for Marion on skillsworkshop.org. Covers many aspects of E2-E3 literacy and ESOL (reading, writing, speaking)
For related resources and further curriculum links visit the download page for this resource at www.skillsworkshop.org. Page 5 of 6




ame ale '
) N — skills

The terrible mistake Werkehon

Practise these conversations with a partner.
1. AT THE CHILDCARE CENTRE.

John: We need some more paint.
Bill : I’ll go and get some.

John: Use my car. Here are the keys.
Bill: OK. Thanks.

2. AT THE HARDWARE STORE.

Store assistant: Can | help you?

Bill: I’d like this tin of paint please. How much is it?
Store assistant:  That’s £24. 65

Bill: Thanks very much.

3. AT THE CHILDCARE CENTRE.
John: That’s not my car! My car hasn’t got blue seat covers.

This is the wrong Volkswagen!

4. OUTSIDE THE HARDWARE STORE:

Bill: I’'m so sorry. | took the wrong car by mistake.
| was using my friend’s car.
It looks the same and the key fitted.
There’s my friend’s car, just down there.

Lady: Oh! What a relief! | thought my car was stolen.
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