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Spring Festivals  -1 

Purim is a Jewish festival. Purim means “lots”, as in “lottery”. It comes on the 14th day of 

the Jewish month of Adar. This year, Purim is on 20/21 March. Jewish people listen to the 

Book of Esther in synagogue, give food and give to charity, eat a special meal, wear 

costumes and sing songs. There is a lot of celebration and music in Purim – it is a day to do 

things you don’t normally do. Adults and children all have fun at Purim. It is a noisy, 

colourful festival.  

(Flash90)
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Spring Festivals  -2 

Holi is a Hindu festival. It is sometimes called “the festival of colours” or “the festival of 

love”. It happens on the full moon in the Hindu month of Phalguna, and lasts for one night 

and one day. This year, Holi is on 20/21 March. On the first evening, people pray and light 

bonfires. The next day, they go into the streets with paint and water, and throw paint and 

water at each other. They also play drums and music. It is very noisy, colourful festival.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ronnyreportage/15287763655
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Spring Festivals  -3 

Shunbun No Hi is a Japanese festival. It means “Spring Equinox Day”. It is part of a seven 

day spring festival. At this time, people clean their homes, and start new things. On 

Shunbun No Hi, people have a day off work. Some people visit family graves to clean and 

tidy them, and to leave offerings of food and drink.  A lot of people go out to parks, or to the 

countryside, to enjoy the spring flowers, including the famous cherry blossom.  It is a quiet, 

peaceful festival. 

http://fujiminiisland.blogspot.com/2014/03/

https://www.journaldujapon.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/ob_cce0cf_cerisiers-fleurs.jpg
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Question Sheet 

Text Number
“What is the name of 
the festival?” 

“Which people celebrate 
this festival?” 

“When is it?” 

“How long does it last?” 

“What do people do?” 

“What kind of festival is 
it?” 
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Festivals – complete texts 

1) Purim is a Jewish festival. Purim means “lots”, as in “lottery”. It comes on the 14th

day of the Jewish month of Adar. This year, Purim is on 20/21 March. Jewish people 

listen to the Book of Esther in synagogue, give food and give to charity, eat a special 

meal, wear costumes and sing songs. There is a lot of celebration and music in 

Purim – it is a day to do things you don’t normally do. Adults and children all have 

fun at Purim. It is a noisy, colourful festival.  

2) Holi is a Hindu festival. It is sometimes called “the festival of colours” or “the festival 

of love”. It happens on the full moon in the Hindu month of Phalguna, and lasts for 

one night and one day. This year, Holi is on 20/21 March. On the first evening, 

people pray and light bonfires. The next day, they go into the streets with paint and 

water, and throw paint and water at each other. They also play drums and music. It 

is very noisy, colourful festival.  

3) Shunbun No Hi is a Japanese festival. It means “Spring Equinox Day”. It is part of a 

seven day spring festival. At this time, people clean their homes, and start new 

things. On Shunbun No Hi, people have a day off work. Some people visit family 

graves to clean and tidy them, and to leave offerings of food and drink.  A lot of 

people go out to parks, or to the countryside, to enjoy the spring flowers, including 

the famous cherry blossom.  It is a quiet, peaceful festival. 


