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Apprentices prepare for the future 
 

Kindly contributed by Grace Labode, gracelabode@nwkcollege.ac.uk North West Kent College 
L1.1, L1.3 (reading comprehension, identify main points & detail); Rw/L1.1-1.3 (vocabulary). 

 
From BBC News 02/06/2009 @ 12:18 © BBC 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/shropshire/content/articles/2009/06/01/apprentice_hairdressers_feature.shtml  

Two women who learned their trade through a 

Shropshire County Training apprenticeship scheme 

are now running a successful hairdressing business 

and are helping others to make their way in the 

world. 

Two Shropshire hairdressers who learned their craft through an apprentice scheme started 

their own business in Oswestry four years ago. Now they are employing their own 

apprentice and appreciate the value of such schemes.  

Katherine Robinson and Lisa Askey opened Scizzor Sisters in the old Fighting Cocks pub 

with just a couple of thousand pounds between them. Four years later, they're thriving 

and looking to expand. 

Katherine said it was easy to choose the location: "We came and looked at this place and 

fell in love with it and then put a deposit down that night. A few days after, we were 

open." 

She said the apprenticeship scheme with Shropshire County 

Training had been very valuable: "It takes two years to gain 

your level two, then you go on for another year to do a 

level three. You take it at your own pace and they give you 

the inspiration to start your own business up. 

"Katherine and Lisa have taken on an apprentice of their own now. Seventeen-year-old 

Jadine Gerrard is working at the salon and attending college once a fortnight. 

Hayley Williams, who is 23, also works at Scizzor Sisters. She too was an apprentice and 

qualified as a hairdresser seven years ago: "It's a good way. I didn't want to go to college 

full time. I wanted to be at a work placement, so it was ideal for me." 
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Read the article on page 1 
 
Now answer the following questions 

 
1. What type of text is this? 
 
 
2. Where did Katherine and Lisa learn their trade? 
 
 
3. What is the name of the salon and where is it based? 
 
 
4. In what year did they start the salon? 
 
 
5. What was the salon previously used for? 
 
 
6. What phrase tells the reader how Lisa and Katherine came to choose the 

location of the salon? 
 
 
7. What is Katherine and Lisa’s desire for other apprentices? 
 
 
8. Why does Katherine think the apprenticeship scheme was valuable? 
 
 
9. How many apprentices has Scizzor Sisters employed? 
 
 
10. Which phrase tells the reader why Hayley Williams think being an 

 apprentice is a good? 
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The words in bold are all from the text.  
Find the best replacement for each word. 
 
 

1. Which word could be used instead of inspiration? 

a) Desire   b) Idea 
 
c) Motivation  d) Muse 

 
2. Which word could be used to replace thriving in the text? 
 

a) Bustling   b) Exciting 
 
c) Interesting  d) Successful 

 
3. Which word could be used instead of valuable? 

 
a) Precious   b) Beneficial 
 
c) Important  d) Operational 
 

4. Which word could be used instead of appreciate? 
 

a) Be grateful for  b) Acknowledge 
 
c) Express joy  d) Significance 

 
 

5. Another word for apprentice? 
 

a) Trainee   b) Trainer 
 
c) Old hand  d) Worker 
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