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Using a dictionary

Using a dictionary

A dictionary helps you find the meaning of words.

The words are listed in alphabetical order.

What is alphabetical order?

¢ The words come in the order they appear in the alphabet.

For example:

Apples, baking, crumble, energy, fibre, microwave and vegetarian.

So, words beginning with A will appear before words beginning with B.

Exercise 1
Put these words in alphabetical order.

Write the answers in the column called “correct order™.

words Correct order

hospitality

report

sector

investigation

guestions

produce

local

letter

writing

professional
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Using a dictionary

Did you notice that some of the words began with the same letter?
How do you put these words into alphabetical order?

Look at the pages in the dictionary below.

burgundy — businessman busk - buttonhole

Ba

burgundy /ber-guhn-di/ noun (plur
burgundies) 1 a red wine from
Burgundy in France.2 a deep red
colour.

burial noun the burying of a dead
body.

burlesque /ber-lesk/ noun 1 a
comically exaggerated imitation of
something. 2 N Anier. a variety show,

burly adjective (burlier, burliest) (of
aman) large and strong.

burn’ verb (burns, burning, burned
or chiefly 8rit. burnt) 1 (of a fire)
produce flames and heat while
using up a fuel. 2 harm or damage
by fire. 3 (be burning with)
experience a very strong desire or
emotion.4 (burn out) become
exhausted through working too
hard. 5 produce a CD by copying
from an original or master copy.
= noun an injury caused by burning.
o burn your boats (or bridges) do
something which makes turning
back impossible,

burn? noun Scortish a small stream.

burner noun a part of a cooker,
lamp, etc. that puts out a flame.
0on the back burner given a low
priority.

burning adjective 1 very hot,

2 deeply felt.3 important and
urgent.

burnish verh polish something by
rubbing it.

burnout noun physical or mental
collapse.

burp infomal verb belch. « nown a
belch.

burr noun1 a strong pronunciation
of the letter 7.2 a prickly seed case
or flower head that clings to
«clothing and animal fur.

burrow noun a hole or tunnel dug
by a small animal to live in, «verh
1 make a burrow. 2 hide under-
neath or search inside something.

bursar noun a person who manages
the financial affairs of a college or
schoal.

1 break suddenly and violenily
apart. 2 (be bursting) be very full
3 move or be opened suddenly ang
forcibly.4 (be bursting with) foe]
full of an emation. 5 (burst oyt or
into) suddenly do something a5 4
result of strong emotion, snoun
1 an instance of bursting. 2 a
sudden brief outbreak. 3 a periog
of continuous effort

bury verb (buries, burying, buried)
1 place or hide something
underground.2 make something
disappear or be hidden. 3 (bury
yourself) involve yourself deeply in
something, .

bus noun (plual buses; 1 also busses)
a large motor vehicle that carries
customers along a fixed route. svery
(buses, busing, bused or busses,
bussing, bussed) transport or travel
in a bus. 0 a busman's holiday
leisure time spent doing the same
thing that you do at work.

busby noun (piural busbies) a tall fur
hat worn by certain military
regiments,

bush noun 1 a shrub or clump of
shrubs. 2 (the bush) (in Australia
and Africa) wild or uncultivated
country,

bushbaby noun (piul bushbabies) s
small African animal with very
large eyes.

bushel noun 1 it a measure of
capacity equal 1o 8 gallons (36.4
litres). 2 US a measure of capacity
equal to 64 US pints (35.2 litres).

bushy adjective (bushier, bushiest)
1 growing thickly. 2 covered with
bushes.

business noun 1 a person’s regular

occupation. 2 commercial activity.

3 a commercial organization

4 work to be done or things to be

attended 10.5 a person's concern

1t's none of your business

'v'_reTnumber the f; business.
businesslike adjective efficient and

bursary noun (plal bursaries) it a
grant for studying.
burst verb (bursts, bursting, burst)

procriat

businessman or
businesswoman noun (il
businessmen or businesswomen) 4

who works in business.
fyerh play music in the street in
s of being given money by
sker noun.
woman's breasts.2 a

thiefly N. Amer. raid or search a

ce raid. eadjective 1 Brit
“broken. 2 bankrupt,
p a serious quarrel or

verb (bustles, bustling,
1 move energetically or
2 (of a place) be full of
+noun excited activity and

noun @ pad or frame
worn by women under a
puff it out behind.
tive (busier, busiest)
alot to do. 2 occupied
an activity. 3 crowded or full
. wverh (busies, busying,
(busy yourself) keep

rself occupied. m busily st

dy noun (plural busybodies)
fering or nosy person.
ion 1 nevertheless, 2 on
ontrary. 3 other than;
Wise than. 4 old we without it
the case that. «prepasition
apart from. e adverb only.
dor 1 except for. 2 if it were

[byoo-tayn/ noun a flam-
present in petroleum and
gas and used as a fuel.

adjective informil aggressively
ine.

noun 1 a person who cuts
dselis meatasatrade.2 a
in who kills animals for food.
erson who kills brutally. everb
thers, butchering, butchered)
llor cut up an animal for food.

ill someone brutally. w butchery

noun the chief male servant

butt! verb 1 hit with the head or
horns. 2 (butt in) interrupt &
conversation. snoun @ rough push
with the head.
butt? noun 1 an object of criticism or
ridicule, 2 a target in archery or
shooting.
butt? noun 1 the thicker end of a
tool or a weapon. 2 the stub of &
cigar or a cigarette. 3 N Amer. informal
a person’s bottom. everb meet end
to end.
butt* noun a cask useéd for wine,
beer, or water.
butter noun a pale yellow fatty
substance made by churning cream.
»verb (butters, buttering, buttered)
1 spread with butter. 2 (butter
someone up) informal flatter
someone. 0 butter bean Bt a large
flat edible bean.
buttercream noun a mixture of
butter and Icing sugar used to ice
cakes.
buttercup noun a plant with small
bright yellow flowers.
butterfly noun (plual butterflies)
1 an insect with two pairs of large
wings, which feeds on nectar.
2 (butterflies) informal a fluttering
sensation in the stomach when you
are nervous. 3 a stroke in
swimming in which you raise bath
arms out of the water together.
buttermilk noun the slightly sour
liquid left after butter has been
churned.
butterscotch noun a sweet made
with butter and brown sugar.
buttery adjective containing,
resembling, or covered with butter.
#noun (plwal butteries) 8t a room in
a college where food is sold to
students.
buttock noun either of the two
round fleshy parts of the human
body that form the bottom,
button noun 1 a small disc sewn on
10 a garment to fasten it by being
pushed through a buttonhole.2 a
knob on a piece of equipment
which is pressed to operate it. sverh
fasten a garment with buttons.
buttonhole noun 1 a slit in a piece

Both burgundy and businessman start with b.
So you have to look at the next letter-u.

This does not help either as they are still the same.
You must look at the next letter for each word- r and s.
Now you must decide what letter comes first in the alphabet; in this case it

isr.

If you have to put these words in alphabetical order,

burgundy would come before businessman.
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Using a dictionary

You have learned that the dictionary lists words in alphabetical order.

The dictionary also tells you the meaning of a word.

Some words have more than one meaning.

Look at the page from the dictionary below and decide which meaning of

report best fits this sentence.

| have to complete a report on local hospitality provision.

Write out the meaning that you choose.

—

587

repined) literary be unhappy or
ANXIOUS.
replace verb (replaces, replacing,
replaced) 1 take the place of.
2 provide a substitute for. 3 put
something back in its previous
position. m adjective,
lacement noun 1 the action of
replacing. 2 a person or thing that
takes the place of another,
replay noun 1 a match that is played
again because the previous game
| was a draw. 2 an act of playing a
1 recording again. ewverb 1 play back a
recording. 2 play a match again.
rarlmlsl'l verb fill up a supply again
after using some of it.
[ ] ishment noun.
mrlct. adjective 1 ( ete with)
filled or well supplied with. 2 very
full with food. m repletion noun.
r.?iil:n noun an exact copy or model
of something.
replicate verb (replicates,
replicating, replicated) make an
exact copy of. m replication noun.
reply verb (replies, replying, replied)
1 say or write a response to
something said or written.
2 respond with a similar action.
s noun (plural replies) a spoken or
writtén response.
report verb 1 give a spoken or
written account of something. 2 (be
reported) be said or rumoured.
3 make a formal complaint about.
] 4 tell someone in authority that
you have arrived or are ready to
do something. 5 (report to) be
respansible to a manager. snoun 1 a
spoken or written account of
something. 2 Brit. a teacher’s written
assessment of a pupil’s progress.
3 the sound of an explosion or a
| gun being fired.
reportage /rep-or-tahzh/ noun the
reporting of news by the press and
the broadcasting media.
noun a person who reports
news for a newspaper or
broadcasting company.
nm:] a state uf:restfulness.
peace, or calm. everb (reposes,
reposing, reposed) lie or be kept in
@ particular place.

| TEERSS——

replace — reprint

repository noun (plural repositories)
1 a place or container for storage.
2 a place where a lot of something
is found.
repossess verb take possession of
something when a buyer fails to
make the required payments.
u repossession noun.
reprehensible adjective deserving
condemnation; bad.
resent verb 1 act and speak on
behalf of. 2 amount to. 3 be a
specimen or example of. 4 show or
describe in a particular way,
5 depict in a work of art. 6 signify
or symbolize.
noun 1 theaction
of representing. 2 an image,
model, etc. of something.
3 (representations) statements
made to an authority.
representational adjective
1 relating to representation. 2 (of
art) not abstract,
ren?ment.tiue adjective 1 typical
a class or group. 2 consisting of
people chosen to act and speak on
behalf of a wider group.
3 portraying or symbolizing
something. enoun 1 a person chosen
to act and speak for another or
others. 2 a person who travels
around trying to sell their
company’s products. 3 an example
of a class or group.
repress verb 1 bring under control
by force. 2 try not to have or show a
thought or feeling. 3 (repressed)
tending to keep your feelings or
desires hidden. m repression noun.
repressive adjective restricting
personal freedom.
reprieve noun 1 the cancellation or
postponement of a punishment,
especially the death penalty. 2 a
brief delay before something
undesirable happens. e verb
(reprieves, reprieving, reprieved)
give someone a reprieve.
reprimand verb speak severely to
someone because they have done
something wrong. enoun an act of
reprimanding someone.
reprint verb print again. enoun 1 an
act of reprinting. 2 a copy of a book
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Using a dictionary

Exercise 2

Use the dictionary and find the meaning of the following words.

Remember, the words will be in the dictionary in alphabetical order.

course, complete, investigation, plan, project, evidence,

Include, methods, gathered, introduction, evaluation, problems.

Use the meaning that fits the words as they are used in the text below.

As part of the course, we have to complete an investigation into local

hospitality.

We should begin this project by having a plan of work that should include
details of the organisation chosen, reasons for choosing it and any previous
knowledge of the establishment.

The report should also include methods of investigation such as letters,
questionnaires, menus, maps, photographs and reviews. When all the
evidence has been gathered, a report should be written.

This should include an introduction, an evaluation that should describe the

process, and a conclusion where you can describe any problems met, how
you overcame them, what you have learned from the process (such as skills

for work, confidence building, etc).

Please ask your tutor if you are unsure of using a dictionary or would like

some more exercises to practise.
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