
 

The Adverb Game – How? 

June  2011. Kindly contributed by Christine Lucas, Essex ACL. Search for Christine on skillsworkshop.                                                     Page 1 of 1 
Rs/L1.11 Use implicit and explicit grammatical knowledge (e.g. of different sentence forms, types of word, verb tense, word order) along with own 
knowledge and experience to predict meaning, try out plausible meanings, and to read and check for sense. (a) understand that knowledge of 
sentence patterns and word order can help to predict unknown words and get meaning from text (b) understand that some sentence structures and 
types of word will occur more often in some types of text than others (c) understand that grammatical and semantic clues can be used alongside 
whole-text and word-level clues to make sense of individual words and of complete sentences (d) understand the terms tense, negative, adverb, 
pronoun, phrase. For related resources and further links visit the download page for this resource at www.skillsworkshop.org    

 

 
 

Resources needed:   
Single word cards stating a selection of individual active verbs, e.g. 
write, dance, sing, jump, clap, etc. 
Single word cards with a selection of individual adverbs of manner, 
e.g. happily, sadly, carefully, etc. 
 
How to play:   
 
The tutor should always demonstrate how to do this first, and be 
willing to appear silly! 
 
Choose a verb card.  Mime the action. The learners must guess the 
verb being enacted.  Next, choose an adverb and re-enact the verb 
in the manner of the adverb.  The learners must now work out the 
adverb. 

 
If the learners are comfortable with this, they should take turns to 
select a card from each category and mime these for their class-
mates to guess the verbs and adverbs.   
 
It is not necessary to act out the verb without the adverb first, unless 
this is considered helpful. 
 
Cards can be either selected unseen, or chosen by the learners.  
Learners could choose and write down verbs and adverbs for each 
other to act out.   
 
Learning objectives: 
 
This activity helps learners to recognise and differentiate between 
these two parts of speech, to see what adverbs do to verbs and to 
understand that adverbs often end in –ly 
 
The tutor will need to emphasise that not all verbs are active! 


