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Were / Where

There is a distinct difference in the sound of these two words although some people still get confused about which to use. The best thing is to say the sentence quickly and listen to the sound of the word.

Were

This rhymes with 'her'. Although when it is said quickly it sounds more like '-w-'.

          They were watching television when we arrived.

Where
This rhymes with 'hair'.

          Where are you going?

          I didn't know where to look.

Write your own sentences
Important: to type your own sentences into this worksheet select the Forms toolbar and ‘unlock’ the padlock. You will need to lock it again before doing the fill-in exercises on page 2.
Write a couple of sentences using ‘were’.
Write a couple of sentences using ‘where’.

Practice

Complete these sentences by choosing were or where from the menu.

1.   FORMDROPDOWN 
 did you leave it?

2.  I know  FORMDROPDOWN 
  you live.

3.  The players  FORMDROPDOWN 
  very tired after the match.

4.  They  FORMDROPDOWN 
  very pleased when they heard the news.

5.  We passed the house  FORMDROPDOWN 
  I was born.

6.  There  FORMDROPDOWN 
  lots of things to see at the exhibition.

7.  We went back to  FORMDROPDOWN 
  we had parked the car.

8.  Do you know  FORMDROPDOWN 
  you are?

9.  We  FORMDROPDOWN 
  at school together.

10.  FORMDROPDOWN 
 you listening to what I said?

11. The staff  FORMDROPDOWN 
  all made redundant.

12. If I  FORMDROPDOWN 
  you, I would contact my solicitor.

13. We  FORMDROPDOWN 
  afraid you wouldn't come.

14. Can you tell me  FORMDROPDOWN 
  the station is?

15.  FORMDROPDOWN 
 shall I put it?

16.  FORMDROPDOWN 
 on Earth have you been?

17.  FORMDROPDOWN 
 they still there when you left?

18. We don't know  FORMDROPDOWN 
  to go for our holidays this year.

19. I want to go  FORMDROPDOWN 
  no-one will find me.

20. We  FORMDROPDOWN 
  all in the same boat.

Check your answers.

Were / Where

1.  Where did you leave it ?

2.  I know where you live.

3.  The players were very tired after the match.

4.  They were very pleased when they heard the news.

5.  We passed the house where I was born.

6.  There were lots of things to see at the exhibition.

7.  We went back to where we had parked the car.

8.  Do you know where you are ?

9.  We were at school together.

10. Were you listening to what I said ?

11. The staff were all made redundant.

12. If I were you, I would contact my solicitor.

13. We were afraid you wouldn't come.

14. Can you tell me where the station is ?

15. Where shall I put it ?

16. Where on Earth have you been ?

17. Were they still there when you left ?

18. We don't know where to go for our holidays this year.

19. I want to go where no-one will find me.

20. We were all in the same boat. 
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