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MSS1/E2.9 Read simple scales to the nearest labelled division (a) understand that scales measure in different units (b) understand 
labelled divisions on different scales. MSS1/ E3.5 / 3.6 / 3.7 Read, estimate, measure and compare length / weight / capacity using non-
standard and standard units (a) read scales to the nearest labelled or unlabelled division. 

Reading scales 
 
Scales are used to read amounts in many different ways. Discuss with 
other people in your session or group and note down some different types 
of scales for measuring things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A scale has to be evenly spaced, and the numbers on the scale have to 
have the same amount between them. 
 
Draw a scale here that goes up in 5s 

_______________________________ 
 
Draw a scale here that goes up in 10s 

_______________________________ 
 
Draw a scale here that goes up in 100s 

_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an example of a scale 
 
 

  0    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8 

What happens when a measurement falls in between two marks? 
 

  100             200          300 
 

What value is the arrow pointing to?      ______ 
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