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a giant carnivorous plant have been discovered by a team of 

scientists in the central philippines and named after sir david 

attenborough. 
 

the new species of pitcher plant is so big it can catch rats as 

well as insects in its traps. it occur only on the summit of one 

mountain in palawan, philippines and were discovered by 

botanists alastair robinson, stewart mcpherson, volker heinrich and andreas fleischmann in 

june 2007. 

 

they name the remarkable plant nepenthes attenboroughii in honour of natural history 

expert sir david attenborough.  its a real-life version of audrey, the man-eating plant 

created by nerdy florist seymour krelborn in the 1986 film little shop of horrors. 

 

nepenthes attenboroughii produces some of the largest, most voluminous and most 

beautiful traps of all known pitcher plants. mr mcpherson, 26, from poole in dorset, said: 

"its ________ not a joke. theres 120 different species all around the world. this particular 

one were discovered as part of a survey to look at all of them.  its one of the largest, 

theres only one or two that are any bigger. its big enough to catch rats." 

 

the team said the structure of its leaves, pitchers and flowers suggests strongly that its a 

close relative of the great nepenthes rajah from borneo and may be related to the 

nepenthes flora of palawan and borneo. its one of 13 new species the team have 

discovered during three years of expeditions in south east asia.  their findings was 

published in the botanical journal of the linnean society earlier this year. mr mcphersons 

company redfern natural history are working on a _________ and has produced books 

about the new species. 
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A giant carnivorous plant has been discovered by a team of 

scientists in the central Philippines, and named after Sir David 

Attenborough. The new species of pitcher plant is so big it can catch 

rats as well as insects in its traps. 

 

It occurs only on the summit of one mountain in Palawan, 

Philippines and was discovered by botanists Alastair Robinson, Stewart McPherson, Volker 

Heinrich and Andreas Fleischmann in June 2007. 

They named the remarkable plant Nepenthes Attenboroughii in honour of natural history expert Sir 

David Attenborough. It’s a real-life version of Audrey, the man-eating plant created by nerdy florist 

Seymour Krelborn in the 1986 film Little Shop of Horrors. 

 

Nepenthes Attenboroughii produces some of the largest, most voluminous and most beautiful 

traps of all known pitcher plants.  

Mr McPherson, 26, from Poole in Dorset, said: "It’s definitely not a joke. There's 120 different 

species all around the world. This particular one was discovered as part of a survey to look at all of 

them. It’s one of the largest, (there's) there are only one or two that are any bigger. It’s big 

enough to catch rats." 

 

The team said the structure of its leaves, pitchers and flowers suggests strongly that it’s a close 

relative of the great Nepenthes Rajah from Borneo and may be related to the Nepenthes flora of 

Palawan and Borneo. It’s one of 13 new species the team has discovered during three years of 

expeditions in South East Asia. 

 

Their findings were published in the Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society earlier this year. Mr 

McPherson's company Redfern Natural History is working on a documentary and has produced 

books about the new species.  
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Punctuation 
1) Replace all the capital letters in this article. You need them for proper nouns and at the 

beginning of sentences. 
 

2) There are 9 apostrophes missing. Replace them all. 

Vocabulary 
3) Define the following words (use a dictionary) and then use them in a sentence to show 

meaning: 

 carnivorous 
 pitcher 
 remarkable 
 nerdy 
 voluminous 
 expedition 
 documentary 

Grammar 
4) Find the grammatical error in each paragraph. (There are two in some). 

Spelling 
5) Which is the correct spelling for the missing word in paragraph 4?  

 definitely  definitley  definatley   definetly 
 
 
6)  Identify the correct spelling to complete the last paragraph. 

 

documentry  documentary  documentery  documentrey  

 
Purpose of text 
7) What is the main purpose of this text? 

a) To tell us about Sir David Attenborough. 
b) To encourage us to join the Linnean Society 
c) To inform us about an interesting discovery 
d) To get us to buy the scientist’s book 

 
Summarising 
8) Summarise the main points of this article in approximately 100 words. 
 

 


