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Discrete / Discreet

'Discrete' means in separate units.

          The process is carried out in discrete stages.

          The organisation is split into several discrete departments.

'Discreet' means done in away that won't embarrass or offend anyone.

          When the undertaker came, he had to be discreet.

          The manager had a discreet word with her in the privacy of his office.

One way to remember which spelling to use is that the t in 'discrete' separates the two ‘e’s.

Write your own sentences
Important: to type your own sentences into this worksheet select the Forms toolbar and ‘unlock’ the padlock. You will need to lock it again before doing the fill-in exercises on page 2.
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Write a sentence using ‘discreet’

Write a sentence using ‘discrete’

Practice

Complete these sentences by choosing the correct word from the menu.
1.  He had to be  FORMDROPDOWN 
  so that he wouldn't upset her.

2.  The test was given in four  FORMDROPDOWN 
  units.

3.  If you had been more  FORMDROPDOWN 
 , this wouldn't have happened.

4.  The delicate nature of the occasion meant that he had to be very  FORMDROPDOWN 
 .

5.  Although he tried to be  FORMDROPDOWN 
 , she guessed the real reason why he was there.

6.  The thirty students were divided into five  FORMDROPDOWN 
  groups with six students in each group.

7.  I waited in the car at a  FORMDROPDOWN 
  distance so that I wouldn't be seen.

8.  Afterwards, I wrote her a  FORMDROPDOWN 
  letter of apology.

9.  The police are making  FORMDROPDOWN 
  enquiries before issuing a statement.

10. Although this is an open plan office, there are some screens which form  FORMDROPDOWN 
  areas to work in.

Check your answers

Discreet / discrete

1.  He had to be discreet so that he wouldn't upset her.

2.  The test was given in four discrete units.

3.  If you had been more discreet , this wouldn't have happened.

4.  The delicate nature of the occasion meant that he had to be very discreet 
5.  Although he tried to be discreet , she guessed the real reason why he was there.

6.  The thirty students were divided into five discrete groups with six students in each group.

7.  I waited in the car at a discreet distance so that I wouldn't be seen.

8.  Afterwards, I wrote her a discreet letter of apology.

9.  The police are making discreet enquiries before issuing a statement.

10. Although this is an open plan office, there are some screen which form discrete areas to work in.  
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Ww/L1.1 L2.1 Spell correctly words most often used at work, studies & daily life. Understand that spelling of homophones is related to meaning & grammar.
To use this worksheet. If you can’t see the drop down menus next to the shaded words select the Forms toolbar and lock the padlock. Use ‘print layout’. 

