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Text A

Education - A Sorry Story
Education is under attack. The government said that education was important but colleges, like
this one, will lose a lot of money. The Labour government said they wanted to make education
better and to close the gap between rich and poor, but they have done the opposite! Millions of
adults in Britain cannot read and write and in the last 10 years 1.5 million college places have
disappeared.

What will education cuts mean for you? There will be fewer places, bigger classes, fewer course
options and higher fees. There will also be job losses for your teachers.

However, the money is there. There is a recession but the government found money to give o the
banks. They can also find the money for education. So what can we do?

Join the teachers in a campaign to fight the cuts and keep our jobs and courses. We can
demonstrate against the government.

We all have the right to an education. Now is the time to defend that right.

Text B
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Text C

Your education is being cut!

The government plans to cut £200 million from the national college budget
and £900 million from universities.

What does this mean for you?
o fewer free courses and more unaffordable courses
e limited subject choices
e no more EMA bonus
e |ess access to university
e higher university fees
e bigger class sizes
e job losses for your teachers

What can we do to fight this?
If you stand together with your teachers, we can stop the destruction of our
education.

Join us in our protest:

Saturday 20" March, 12.00pm
King’s College Strand Campus
March to Downing Street
Protest against the cuts!

Make a stand on the Strand!

Alternatively, meet at Hackney Community College at 10.45 to travel together
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1. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE?

TRUE FALSE
Text A is a speech [] ]
Text B is an advertisement [] []
Text C is a newspaper article [] []

2. The main purpose of text A is to: (tick ONE box)
inform people about the education system

persuade people to join a campaign

HEEEN

give directions

3. The main purpose of text C is to: (tick ONE box)

warn people about going to the Strand []
give directions to the Strand []
give people information about cuts ]

4. Read Text A carefully and answer these questions TRUE or FALSE:

TRUE FALSE
Colleges are getting more money [] ]
Education is still important to the government [] ]
There is more equality between rich and poor people [] ]
If cuts are made, life will be better for students [] []
The writer thinks that the government shouldn't give money to the banks [] ]
Only the students will be affected, not the teachers. [] []

5. Look at paragraph 1 of Text A. Which word means 'difference’?

6. Look at Text C. Which TWO words mean the opposite of ‘more'?

7. Look at Text C. Which word means the same as 'walk’?
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Entry 2 Writing Task: Write to your MP

Use the ideas below to write to your MP about the cuts to education.

When you have finished, go to this website. http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
Type in your postcode.

Click on Send A Message

Type in your letter and press preview and send.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Functional English criteria (relevant areas are highlighted)

Entry 2 Skill standard Entry 2 Coverage and range Ofqual (2009), p7.

Speaking, listening and ¢ Identify the main points of short explanations and instructions
communication ¢ Make appropriate contributions that are clearly understood

Participate in o Express simply feelings or opinions and understand those expressed by
discussions/exchanges about others

familiar topics, making active e Communicate information so that the meaning is clear

contributions, with one or more | o Ask and respond to straightforward questions
people in familiar situations e Follow the gist of discussions

Reading e Understand the main events in chronological texts

Read and understand ¢ Read and understand simple instructions and directions

straightforward texts that e Read and understand high frequency words and words with common
explain, inform or recount spelling patterns

information e Use knowledge of alphabetical order to locate information

Writing e Use written words and phrases to record and present information

Write short texts with some e Construct compound sentences using common conjunctions
awareness of the intended e Punctuate correctly, using upper and lower case, full stops and question
audience marks

o Spell correctly all high frequency words and words with common
spelling patterns

Entry 3 Skill standard Entry 3 Coverage and range Ofqual (2009), p9.

Speaking, listening and ¢ Follow the main points of discussions

communication e Use techniques to clarify and confirm understanding

Respond appropriately to « Give own point of view and respond appropriately to others’ point of
others and make some view

extended contributions in  Use appropriate language in formal discussions/exchanges

familiar formal and informal
discussions and exchanges

Make relevant contributions, allowing for and responding to others’ input

Reading e Understand the main points of texts

Read and understand the ¢ Obtain specific information through detailed reading

purpose and content of e Use organisational features to locate information

straightforward texts that e Read and understand texts in different formats using

explain, inform and recount strategies/techniques appropriate to the task

information

Writing ¢ Plan, draft and organise writing

Write texts with some e Seguence writing logically and clearly

adaptation to the intended e Use basic grammar including appropriate verb-tense and subject-verb

audience agreement

e Check work for accuracy, including spelling
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