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Main curriculum links 

Rw/E3.4 Use first and second place letters to find and sequence words in alphabetical order. 

Rw/L1.2 Recognise & understand the vocabulary associated with different types of texts, using 

appropriate strategies to work out meaning. 

Ww/L2.1 Spell correctly words used most often in work, studies & daily life, including familiar 

technical words. 

Rw/L2.1 Read & understand technical vocabulary.  

 

Teaching Notes 

These literacy materials were created for a group of carpentry students. The objective is to get 

them to learn vocabulary which they are going to need for the course.  

 

Page 4-5 is a matching exercise: I laminated the worksheets, cut up the words and meanings and 

gave a set to each group (different colour paper for the words and the definitions).  Once they 

had matched them I asked them to put the words in alphabetical order on the sheet (page 3) and 

we compared answers.   

 

I gave them the answer sheet (page 2) and then got them to practise spelling the words in pairs.  

They are 16 year olds so I find I have to constantly change the activities with them. I also get the 

groups to compete with each other which keeps them motivated.  

 

Rachel Emmett 

remmett@tcch.ac.uk Hackney Community College 

  

 
 

To obtain an editable Word version of this document please send teaching ideas or 
any adult basic skills resource that you would like to share to 

maggie@skillsworkshop.org 
THANK YOU 
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Band saw 
Tool which uses a thin blade in one continuous loop 
 
Router 
Power tool for hollowing out or shaping the edge of a piece of wood 
 

Dowel 
Small round length of wood used to join pieces of wood together 
 

Side elevation 
A drawing showing the side view of a building 
 

Bradawl  
A small hand tool used to make starter holes for screws 
 

Chisel 
A very sharp hand tool 
 

Plywood 
Strong, thin board 
 

Timber 
Wood that is ready to be used 
 

Mitre 
A 45 degree cut 
 

Pliers 
A small hand tool used for holding small objects and bending wire 
 

Veneer 
Thin sheets of hardwood glued on top of cheaper wood 
 

Perimeter 
The distance around the edge 
 

Sash clamp 
A device used for holding work together when it is glued 
 

Plumb 
Vertical, upright 
 

Spirit level 
A device to check that surfaces are perfectly horizontal or vertical 
 
Band saw 
Tool which uses a thin blade in one continuous loop 
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NOW PUT THE WORDS INTO ALPHABETICAL ORDER: 
 

1. _____________________________________________ 

 

2. ______________________________________________ 

 

3. ______________________________________________ 

 

4. ______________________________________________ 

 

5. ______________________________________________ 

 

6. ______________________________________________ 

 

7. ______________________________________________ 

 

8. ______________________________________________ 

 

9. ______________________________________________ 

 

10. ______________________________________________ 

 

11. ______________________________________________ 

 

12. ______________________________________________ 

 

13. ______________________________________________ 

 

14. ______________________________________________ 

 

15. ______________________________________________ 
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Band saw 
 

Tool which uses a thin 
blade in one continuous 
loop 

Router 
 

Power tool for hollowing 
out or shaping the edge of 
a piece of wood 

Dowel 
Small round length of 
wood used to join pieces 
of wood together 

Side elevation A drawing showing the 
side view of a building 

Bradawl 
A small hand tool used to 
make starter holes for 
screws 

Chisel A very sharp hand tool 

Plywood Strong, thin board 

Timber Wood that is ready to be 
used 
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Mitre A 45 degree cut 

Pliers 
A small hand tool used for 
holding small objects and 
bending wire 

Veneer 
Thin sheets of hardwood 
glued on top of cheaper 
wood 

Perimeter The distance around the 
edge 

Sash clamp 
A device used for holding 
work together when it is 
glued 

Plumb Vertical, upright 

Spirit level 
A device to check that 
surfaces are perfectly 
horizontal or vertical 
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